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me Office Memtrandum _ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO , Director, FBI “(71 ~ 3129) | | DATE: December 21, 1951 
FROM Wd sac, Minneapolis (71- -161) 


SUBJECT: WAS, ET AL 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF | 

GAMBLING DEVICES b6 

BIC 


Re report of at Omaha dated December 


: LC 
6, 1951, page 10 reflects that the following investigation was con- 
ducted at Charles City, Iowa by Special es aah 


Confidential Informant [___] of known reliability, ad- 
vised that he had discreetly ascertained: that the Elks. 
Club had sold fourteen slot machines to Jerry's Coin. Re- 
-pair, 410 North Syndacate Street, St. Paul, Minnesota 
around December 26, 1950. | _|personally saw a bill-of b2 
lading for these machines which reflected they were —b7D 
shipped by the McCoy Truck Lines from Charles “ity, Iowa 
to. St. Paul, Minnesota, on December 26, 1950. Earned 
that the operator of Jerry's Coin Repair of St. Paul is 

The Elks reportedly sold eight old 
machines which were believed to be of the Mills make for 
$65.00 each and six new machines which were of the Mills 
make for $125.00 each. . 


5276 1 


| Page 15 of the above-mentioned report réfleéts that Con-. 
fidential Informant 


who re-. 


quested his name be kept confidential. 


The Omaha Office should refer to Minneapolis le tter to 

the Bureau,.Chicago, Omaha and Springfield dated August 14, 1951 

in the above-mentioned case, which reflects that a separate file. 
was opened which is entitled "Jerry' s Goin Machine Repair, St. Paul, 
‘Reference is made in that letter to the fact that: 


Minnesota, ITGD"™. 
| Jerry's Coin Machiné Repair, ‘previously 
was at the “tayflower Distributing Company. gic 


In the above-mentioned letter, it was pointed out that 
the a bove information should be borne in mind in conducting further 
investigation regarding this case, bearing in mind that HERMAN PASTER | 
ET AL may possibly have, an interest in Jerry's Coin Machine Repair 
in St. Paul, Minnesota or ‘may ‘pe the: omer of same “behind the seene", 
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Memo, Director, FBI° . — ee otal 
Re: i 
TTD 

, mat __ 7 ads cee mo SO  bé6 
oa 7 “winneapolis file at 72 entitled "Jerry" \coln 1 Machine Pie 
Repair, St. Paul, Minné sota,- ‘ITGD" contains a Washirgton,: D.C. 
report dated August 16, 1951 which reflects.that ‘and 

of Jerry's Coin Machine: Repair, -410 N. »yndicate | 
St., St. Paul, Minnesota, -filed reorts, through May,.1950. “Accord- — 
ing to records: in the. possession of ‘the Attorney General, the above 
-firm.made no sales of slot machines to date (as of ‘August, 1951) | 
and had in its possession 3. slot machine’. and: -the, above-mentioned 
Washington, DB. C. report contains ‘the, serial numbers: of such machines. - 
C. ~¥ 


The suggestion is. “Yéing made to the Omaha Office that. ae 


possibly further inquiry should be made at the Elks Club and/or 


McCoy Truck Lines at. Charles City, Iowa to verify whe ther. the 1) 
slot machines were actually transported on December 26, 1950 or oo 
whether they may have been transported’ subsequent to January” 2, 1951. 


‘If. any investigation is conducted concerning this matter, 
a copy of the | investigative report. should be designated for Minneapo- 
lis file 71-172 entitled. vverry's Coin Machine Raair, St. Paul, : 
Minnesota, ItGp". oe oo 
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aE CORDED “Sac ’ washington Field January 16, 1952 
Director, FBI 


ye wes, ot 
ITOGD 


bé 
ke Minneapolis let December 29, last. The washington b7c 
Field office should immediately review the records at the Navy 
Annex, Arlington, Virginia, as well as the apprepriate Government 
agencies previously requested this case to determine if photograph 
of [sj available. Expedite request. | 
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Office Memotiindum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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TO  :. DIRECTOR, eat- (71-3129) ‘DATE: 12/29/51 


Brow : SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (71-161) | An g-/ 
4 


Susecr:. | [J was. at fbr 1 


INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF Qut 
GAMBLING DEVICES , i 


“mes 
Re Omaha letter to Bureau dated 12/7/51 reflecting that this off ige expeditiously 
procure more recent photographs of and ALBERT LLBERT” GARDNER by 


means of telephoto photography if necessary. 


Also refer to Minneapolis teletype to Bureau and Omaha dated 12/13/51 relative 
to possibly obtaining the services of a photographic trucke 


Also refer to Omaha teletype to Bureau and Minneapolis dated 12/18/51 regarding 
‘this matter. 


The Omaha and other interested offices were previously furnished with a photograph 
of ALBERT GARDNER, FBI #283270 which Photo v was taken in 19363 


Baltimore memorandum to Omaha, Springfield and Minneapolis, reflects that the 
Springfield and Omaha offices were furnished with one photograph of ALBERT 
GARDNER and that this office was furnished with one negative of ALBERT GARDNER, 
FEI #283270. 


it is assumed that the two photographs furnished to the Springfield and Omaha 
Offices are identical with the above mentioned negative and inasmuch as ALBERT 
GARDNER filed his application for employment with the Dupont Company on May 12, 
192 and inasmuch as the Baltimore letter states that GARDNER was employed from 
May, 1942 to July, 1942, it is assumed that this additional photograph of 

GARDNER was taken in May, 19h2, which would be a more recent photograph than 

the one taken in 1936... | Kod 


The Omaha Office should advise whether or not this additional photograph of 
GARDNER taken in 1942, together with the one taken in 1946, is not sufficient 
and if so it will not be necessary to have this office endeavor to obtain 
additional photographs. ) 


Minneapolis memorandum to Bureau, Omaha, Chicago, iiilwaukee, Springfield and 
Washington Field Offices dated 11/27/51 requests the Washington Field Office 
to check the records of the appropriate Governmental Agencies and to 


specifically ascertain whether or not there is on file any additional photographs 
_—= 
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MEMO TO DIRECTOR, FBI : 12/29/51 ON 


RE: [____ Wase ET AL 


TTGD 


The Washington Field Office is requested to sutel Omaha and Minneapolis 


if they are able to locate an additional photograph of[ 7, 


Minneapolis memorandum to Bureau, Omaha, Chicago, Milwaukee, and Springfield 
dated 11/26/51 requests the Bureau to check the records at the Navy Annex, 
A‘“Jington, Virginia to specifically ascertain it there is on file an additional 
photograph of The Bureau is requested to sutel Omaha 

and Minneapolis whether or not an additional photograph has been Located. 


Minneapolis memorandum to Bureau, Omaha, Cnicago, Milwaukee, Springfield 
and St. Louis dated 11/26/51 requests the St. Louis Office to check War 

. Department records in an effort to obtain an additional photograph. The 
St- Louis Office should likewise sutel Omaha and Minneapolis as to whetner 
an additional photograph has been located. 


b7C 


In regard to Omaha teletype to Bureau and Minneapolis dated 12/16/51 
suggesting that this office consider contacting photographic studios tor 
a possible available recent photograph of it is not 
deemed advisable to conduct such inquiry for the reason that there are a 
large number of photographic studios in both Minneapolis and Stg Paul, 
Minnesota, many of which are owned and operated by individuals who are of 
the same nationality as[—_———“—™C™CSCCC_ ] and tt iss els that if open 
inquiry was made of all of these places that undoubtediy some of them would 
ha doubt contact[— _Jand advise him as to the FBI inquiry. Accordingly, 
this suggested lead will be disregarded unless the Bureau specifically 
instructs this office to do so. 


Newspaper margues in Minneapolis and St. Paul will be checked as suggested 
by the Omaha Office. | 
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FBI, MINNEAPOLIS 12-13-51 Ae 55 PY Ah FG gfe 
DJRECTOR AND SAC, OMAHA. URGENT | Te) 


WAS., ETAL, ITGD, RE OMAHA LET DECEMBER/ SEVEN i 
ee iieD. 3 
REQUESTING USE OF TELEPHOTO PHOTOGRAPHY. SUREVEY OF SUBJECTS HOME 
AND BUSINESS ADDRESSES REFLECTS TELEPHOTO PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUBJECTS 
INSTANT CASE NOT POSSIBLE INASMUCH AS ALL BUILDINGS WITHIN FIVE 
HUNDRED FEET ARE ONE STORY AFFAIRS WITH HEAVY BUS, TRUCK, TRAILER 
AND STREET CAR TRAFFIC BETWEEN ANY POSSIBLE PLANT AND SUBJECTS. pT 
IF BUREAU AND OMAHA BELIEVE PHOTOS INDISPENSABLE BUREAU SHOULD GIVE — 
CONSIDERATION TO HAVING A PHOTOGRAPHIC TRUCK MADE AVAILABLE TO 
MINNEAPOLIS FROM THE NEAREST OFFICE, THIS OFFICE ALSO HAS A SECURITY 
CASE WHEREIN THE SERVICES OF INSTANT TRUCK COULD BE USED ADVANT- 


ACEOUSLY. TRUCK SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR A TEN DAY PERIOD OR LONGER. 
OM ADVISED oft, wero | 
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y a _FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OM AHA . | FILE No. 
> REPORT MADE AT : DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY - _ 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN, | 1/7/52 Be 3184 CRY as 
TITLE i737e 5 3 L; 3} CHARACTER OF CASE a 


oe _ _ INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
I oo vce. er as: CITES TAME TRANSPORTATION 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: _ | | | NY j 
| USA St. Paul, Minn. is | 
Je | : contacting Attorney General, — It 


WL : 7 . Washington, D.C. regarding 
& #. Holly Sales Company who | | b6 
J-14-S +f —s transported machines from BTC 
Minnesota to Vermont. 


Efforts being made to obtain 
later photograph of 


- Pp - 
DETAILS 3 


As requested by the Omaha Office, CGC. U. LANDRUM, 
United States Attorney, St. Paul, Minnesota was 
advised on December le, 1951 that Messrs. WILLIAM R. 
HART and CLOID I. LEVEL, United States Attorney and 
Assistant United States Attorney respectively for the 
-Southern District of Iowa, Des Moines, Iowa, advised they had | 
no objection whatever to the United States Attorney at St. Paul, . 
Minnesota proceeding against the Paster Distributing Company. or 
the Mayflower Distributing Company at any time in any manner he 
may deem advisable, but they did not desire to drop from consider- 
ation or defer prosecution of the Davenport case in favor of 
any such proceedings unless it should appear that their suggested 
procedure would seriously impair the successful prosecution of 
a very substantial and important case in the Minnesota District. 


‘ ts éf . Sj . 
APPROVED AND _ i/ Vn QHAL, AGENT . ' 
FORWARDED: Yo / I} Prd CHARGE . DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
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Mpls. File 71-161 
Mr, LANDRUM advised that he witl do nothing to 
jeopardize the cases in Iowa, 

The matter of whether the Paster Distributing Company 


and the Holly Sales Company were registered with the Attorney 
General was discussed with Mr. LANDRUM and especially the infor- 


mation furnished by the Albany Office in their report of December | 


5, 1951 reflecting that the consignor of the five machines 
which were confiscated in Vermont was the Holly Sales Company, 


2218 University Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, Page five ‘of the 


Albany report dated December 5, 1951 makes reference to the. 
delivery chute on the five confiscated machines being securely 
locked and that [ stated that the key remained with the 
manufacturer. 


Mr. LANDRUM ‘advised that he was going to write to 
write to the Attorney General, Washington, D.CG., in regard to. 
the closed chutes to determine whether or not one can get mound 
the law by doing that. He advised further that he will also 
inguire as to whe ther the Holly Sales Company should be 
registered. 


Indices of the Minneapolis Office make no reference 
tol Cd who was veferredto in the Albany report. 


The | information appearing in the Omaha report dated 
December 6, 1951 regarding Jerry's Coin Repair, St. Paul, Minn- 
esota, has been incorporated into a separate file which was 
previously opened on the Jerry's Coin Repair, and the Omaha 
Office was requested in the separate file on Jerry's Goin Repair 
to obtain additional data if possible. 


more recent photographs of 


n regard to obtaining } : 
and ALBERTYGARDNER, the Bureau and Omaha _ | 
Offices were furnished information by letter dated December 29, 


1951 relative to a later photograph which was obtained of ALBERT 


_ GARDNER which apparently was taken in May, 19l2. 


Previously,[ ___—————sd}:«Division of Records. St. Paul, 
Minnesota Police Department, checked their taxi cab application 
records which contained photographs, and he advised they never 
had any record for a ALBERT GARDNER. . 


The writer and Special Agent 


December 13, 1951 made a survey of the premises at 28 University 


Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, and it was noted that it was not 
possible to obtain photographs of individuals entering that 
building for Various reasons. University Avenue is the main 


= ; 


Mpls. File 71-161 


artery between St. Paul and Minneapolis and heavy buses, trucks, 


trailers, and streetcars continuously go by this building. [fn 
_ addition, the one story building located directly across the 


street is known to be’ owned by the Mayt lower Distributing | 
Company. 


of known reliability advised the writer and Special | 


Agent that he understands that HERMAN PASTER 
and his crowd have been delivering some pinball machines to 
Dave's Distributing Company, 1815 Riverside Avenue, Minneapolis, 


Minnesota. 


| The December, 1951 winnespols telephone directory 
lists Dave's Distributing Company, 1015 Riverside Avenue, as 
having telephone ATlantic 5321, and similar information appears 
in the December, 1951 Minneapolis street address telephone 


directory. However, the 1950 Minneapolis City Directory fails 


to list the above company eat the above address, 


Indices of the Minneapolis Office likewise make no 
reference to Dave's Distributing Company. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


INFORMANTS 


LEADS: 


b2 
b6 
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b7D 
THE MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION 
at St. Paul, Minnesota 
Ascertain from G. U. LANDRUM, United States Attorney, 
the results of his contact with the Attorney General, 
Washington, D.C., relative to the Paster Distributing 
Company and the Holly Sales Company being registered. 
Will report the results of the inquiry being made at 
the ot. Faul Dispatch-St. Paul Pioneer Press morgue 
relative to obtaining more recent photograph of 
\ 
bé 


At. Minneapolis, Minnesota | : —— BIC 


Will report results of investigation being made at 
Minneapolis Star Journal-Tribune morgue relative to 
obtaining more recent photograph of Bo 


‘Incorporate into next report any information which - 
is on file at the Minneapolis Credit Bureau and[ |] wp 
regarding Dave's Distributing Company. 


At the Minneapolis telephone company ascertain what 
their records. contain relative to the individuals 
operating Dave's Distributing Company, 1815 Riverside 
Avenue, ATlantic 5321, and also when the phone was 
first installed. 


—_— ig 
“ 
= 


ae 


Mpls. File 71-161 


LESDS CONTINUED: | 


Minnesota 


At. Minneapolis 


Will report results of additional investigation 
presently being conducted at the First National 


Bank, Minnéapolis, and the Internal Revenue Divisions, 
De poe 


INFORMATION: 


The Chicago, Milwaukee, Springfield, and Albany Offices 
are being furnished a copy of this report for information 
purposes inasmuch as they are actively interested in 

the investigation of this case, 


REFERENOES : | | 
| | b6 
Report of Si[> 12/5/51, at Albany, SiC 


Minneapolis teletype to Bureau and Omaha dated 12/13/51. 


Minneapolis memos to the Bureau and Omaha dated 12/17/51 
and 12/29/51. 
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~~ I STANDARD FORM NO, 64 
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” Office MemdSndum ¢ UNITED STA” ns GOVERNMENT 


TO oo Director, FBI (71-3129) DATE: 
oe SAC, Minneapolis (71-161) 

Veg 13) 
SUBJECT: 


OF GAMBLING DEVICES | : _ de ial | 


Re Omaha memo to Minneapolis dated October 29, 1951. 


After several wnsuccessful efforts to locate[_ | 
[Jj at his home address Fairmont, 
Minnesota, telephone and at his office, the Fairmont 
Novelty Company, 110 West First Street, IsS1 by S00 he was 
Located ‘and interviewed on December 21, 1951 by Special Agent 


stated that he has known HERMANAPAS TER for many 
years and knows that PASTER is interested in the\ slot machine 
racket and would not be above transporting such machines in 
interstate commerce. He has not been able to determine the 
location of the storage place in Iowa where he believes PASTER bé 
and his associates have slot machines stored at the present time, bic 
but believes that he will be able to_do so. He-stated that he 
has been contacted by Special Agent at Mason City, 
Iowa several times and is endeavoring to. secure information for 
Agent[ _—_—_—sj, It is noted that is employed in the 
servicing work, that is, he handles the servicing of any of the 
machines, coin operated, that his company has located in this 
particular area, which covers a large area including Mason City, 
Iowa, a considerable porticn of Northern Iowa, and Southern 
Minnesota. 


further stated that he has been contacted and 
offered twenty slot machines delivered to him at Fairmont, Minn- 
esota from Iowa. He. did not care to disclose the name of this Us 
person at the time of this interview, but he turned down the 
offer. He stated that he is well known in the area and is open 
to such suggestions as most people know that he is in the coin 
machine business which they do not disassociate with the slot 
machine business. That is why he believes he will be able to 
secure information of value. \ 


[sd stated that he will be in Minneapolis, Minn- 
esota on Monday, January 7, 1952 and will call at the Minneapolis 
Office to discuss the possdbilities of securing information in 
this case as he knows eer HERMAN PASTER, d several oLy 
their associates, : | (Lp ‘ 
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s "FEDERAL ‘BUREAU OF 


FORM NO. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT — 


REPORT MADE AT 


| NEW ORDEANS 


OMAHA | | ; FILE NO. 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE | 


e552 | 


DATE WHEN _ 
MADE 


1-10-52 


REPORT MADE BY . 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


was., ETAL q 
: GAMBLING DEVICES 


: | advised subject is: 
brother-in-law of HERMAN PASTER. 

furnished information regarding 
possible contacts of PASTER in hand~. 
_ling Hollycrane machines . 


-RUC- 


hat Soe see’ Sethe operator er 
ARISTER, who is the operator of 
AU University Avenue, St. Paul hy 
Winnesota, “Telephone Tecber Nestor 7901. He advised that 
HERMAN PASTER also operates the Progress Finance Company , 
2218 University Avenue, St. Paul 4, Minnesota through which 


the hollycrane machines are financed. ‘ on 


[Jadvised that PASTER usually discounts } his 
papers through the Midway National Bank or the First Bank 
Corporation of Minneapolis, Minnesota. [_Jalso advised that 
PASTER operates the Mayflower Distributing Companys 2218 
University Avenue St. Paul 4, Minnesota. 


boPlEs DESTROYED 


} | 86 AUG 17 APS! 


APPROVEO AND 
FORWARDED: 


olen 
SPECIAL AGENT | 


- IN CHARGE | bo NOT write IN THESE see apne 


Bureau (71-3129) 
Minneapolis (71-161) 

Omaha. (71-206) 

New Orleans (M2) 


PROPERTY OF FBI - This confidential report and its cor 
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FBi and are not to be distributed outside of agency to “which” 
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INVESTIGATION 
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INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 


OF 
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Ny 
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NO ‘1-2hh 


| [_Jaavised that the following individuals are 
possible outlets of H=RMAN PASTER for the distribution 
of hollycrane machines: 


, bé . 
Duluth, Minnesota , ‘b7c 


Mivex Distributing Company, 
1017~Sth Street, South, 
Fargo, North Dakota, - 


saMecun, Distributine Company, 
2820 Northwest 7th Street, 
Miami, Florida, an uncle of 
HERMAN PASTER 


Unknown Distributing Company, | b2 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, . | bID 
Hilltop 45425 _ 


Sioux Falls, South Dakota 


““Wayflower Distributing Company, 
1209 Douglas Street, 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Atlantic 3407 


| advised that he has had no recent contact with 
HERMAN PASTERand he has not shivped any machines to PASTER. 
advised that his information regarding PiSTER!'s operations 
has been based unon repeated contacts with the company over 
a period of years and he has no informetion of any recent 
transportation of hollycrane machines by the subject, 


[ _] advised that from his experience with the opera- 
tion of the company, an easy way of verifying sales of the 
subject's company would be through the examination of the sales 
papers on record with the Midway National Bank or the firs’ 
Bank Corporation, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


REPYSRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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ADMINISTRATIVE P/.GE 


| ‘In view of the fact that this office is not cogni- 
zant of the skope of the investization of this case, no leads 
have been set forth for verification of the information fur- 
nished. by | 


INFORMANT 


REFERINCE: Report of SAL sds dated 12-29-51 at 
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FBI, OMAHA. 12-18-51 10-21 PM CST 


IRECTOR, FBI_AND SAC, MINNEAPOLIS ses UR: CR NT yes 
| | WASe, ET AL, ITGD. REBUTEL DEC. FO 
SUGGESTED USE OF PHOTOGRAPHIC TRUCK WAS ORIGINATED BY MINNEAPOLIS.” 
ADEQUATE PHOTO OF[ _—sJDEEMED HIGHLY DESIRABLE PRIOR TO INSTITUTION OF 
PROSECUTION TO PERMIT POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION OF HIM BY NUMEROUS POTENTIAI 
WITNESSES WHO ARE KNOWN TO HAVE DEALT WITH HIM BUT WHO ARE UNABLE TO 
EFFECT ANY IDENTIFICATION ON BASIS AVAILABLE PHOTOGRAPH wi RpoEs NOT oo 
CONSTITUTE A REASONABLE RESEMBLANCE TO HIS PRESENT: APPEARANCE. SAME 
APPLIES BUT TO A LESSER DEGREE AS TO SUBJECT GARDNER. BEFORE OMAHA WOULD 
DESIRE TO RECOMMEND: USE OF PHOTOGRAPHIC TRUCK, SUGGESTED THAT EVERY OTHER 
REASONABLE EFFORT TO OBTAIN[ _—sJPHOTOGRAPH SHOULD BE EXHAUSTED. 
SUGGESTED THAT MINNEAPOLIS CONSIDER CONTACTING PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDIOS AND 
NEWSPAPER MARGUES IN TWIN CITIES FOR POSSIBLE AVAILABLE RECENT PHOTOGRAPH 
ALSO THAT BUREAU ADVISE THE IDENTITY AND ADDRESSES OF SUCH TRADE 
PUBLICATIONS AS MAY COVER THE JUKE BOX AND COIN MACHINE INDUSTRIES WITH 
A VIEW TO CHECKING MORGUES AND BACK COPIES SUCH PUBLICATIONS FOR 
POSSIBLY AVAILABLE PHOTOGRAPHS. | 
Ld 
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FEDERAL BUREAU. OF INVESTIGATION ‘ 
ea | 
FORM No. 1 . “OMAHA. al 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ~ | | | . FILE NO. 
REPORT MADE aT — _ DATE WHEN | TaN FNAB | REPORT MADE BY 
| sRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS | =e 11/1,2,557 33/5) ——————EE 


, : CHARACTER OF CASE 
WaSe, et al 8 POHEAT ION 


VICES 


} 


2) 
/ Moline, Tllinois, in signed statement ad- yN 
mitted furnishing cash 3-1-51 for chéck in amount of pord qe) 
$2000 drawn by subjectL___]"in order to purchase : : 
machines over in Iowa and around." Recordac, Rock Island 
Bank and Trust Company, Rock Island, Tllinois, indicates bé 
- instant check No. 1308 dated 3-1-51, drawn on First National - bic 


Bank, Minneapolis to the in amount 
of 2000 b 
“by Witness, Voss Bros. Transfer and Storaza, 


Company, Rock island, Illinois, identified truck and drive=| 
AL GARDNER. Witness identifies AL GARDNER as driver of * 
Capitol Airlines Air Freight Truck who had tire repaired 
on or about 3-2-51. No receipt of this transaction avail- i\ ¥ 
able. ledger and invoices obtained from GARDNER Music “ fe 
Company, Rock Island, Tllinois, reflecting sales of 18. zs, 
| slot machines to American Tegion Post 26, Davenport, Iowa, J 
“ ‘between 5-21-48 and 10-15-49. Five machines identical i 
with those on 8-51 inventory forwarded Attorney Generel pe 
in compliance with Public law 906 by kayflower Distributing & | 
Commany, St. Faul, linmnesota, and 7 other machines, prob2hl->y 
identical. _ Eddie's New 
York Tavern, oc Island, Illinois, unwilling. to comment | 
regarding transaction with [__Juntil advised. by attorney. 
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DETAIIS: AT AT MOLINE, ILLINOIS 

stated that he cashed a check wi 
his own nersonal funds for on or about March 1, 1951. 
[—Ieurnished the following sien ed stateme nt: 
oe - a, a, : "Moline, Tilinois 
wT - a , 7 Li-l-51 


make this statement voluntarily 

to ; whom I know to be Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or pro~ 
mises have been made to cause me to make ,this statement and I know 

it can be used acainst m in court. I know I do not have to make 

this statementand I have been adv? Sed of my right to be represented 
by an attorney. 


b6 


a 


I have had numerous business negotiations with 
during the past four years aprrevimately. Those negotiations cons ‘Sted . 
of the parel iase of shuffle alleys from the Paster Distributing Company 
of St. Paul, Minn., whon[_——]represents, | 


occasionally has been a guest in my home ‘at 
iliinois, and has conducted business in my store. 
>. Tilino: O1S. 


. On approximately March l, 1951. ] cane to my vlace of 
business and said [| I need some cesh awfully bad in order to 
“purchase some machines over in Iowa and around.'* later the same 
night, cane.to my home where I cashed a check in the amount 
of 32000 for nim. [__|mentioned that he needed more cash than 
this but was appreciative | of my effort to raise the 32000. 


I did: not’ know. what type of "machines" ] expected to 


purchase but at. the time I dic not believe they were slot machines. 
f 


| T depositea[___] check in the tock Island Bank Trust 
Co. at the time T opened an account on or about March Ds 1951. 


‘T haves not seen| since approxima te ly March ly , L 


vr 


1951. 


ne 


b7C 


-* 


SI 71-100 . 7 
I do not know Herman Paster rersonally ‘but have conversed 
with him on the telephone while in Minneapolis. . / 


I have read this three page written statement. above and 
find it true and correct. I sign voluntarily. 


/s/ | 
Witnessed: | SA, FBI ~~ _ 


oorinefield 


SA, FBI oe 

Springfield" 
, in con junction with[________lof the 
same concern, advised that has in the past furnished them with 


considerable contacts in purchasing coin operated machines and. 
that their association with[__ |has always been favorable. They 
stated that they had no knowledze of*any transaction sponsored by 
[_Jin the area of Rock Island, Tllinois, and Davenport, lowa, 
on or about larch i, 1951.7 Both men were reticent ‘to discuss slot 
machine ore rations ‘of thesthawf Lower Distribution Company and the 
Herman Paster Company. However , they admitted knowledge of the 
fact that woth concerns have dealt in the selling and. purchasing 


_of slot machines. 


AT ROCK JO LAND ILLINOIS 


Cashier, Rock Island Bank and Trust Bors, 7 
conducted a search of the checks reflected in the bank's recordac 


. system. The 3 recordac indicated that a check in the amount of ‘$2, ,000 © 


of the 
at the time he . 
‘opened a new account. . Instant uncancelled check,: transitory in- 
nature, was cbserved.to have been dated March 1, 1951, numbered | 
1308, drawn upon-the First National Bank, Minneapolis, payable to 
in the amount of 32,009 


had been deposited on March 


‘signed 


1 


[| suggested. that for evidential purposes, a search. 


of the First National Bank recordac system in Mimeapolis, Minnesota, 


should be effected for the same check after having been cancelled. 


b7C 
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| Voss Bros. Transfer and Storage 
Commany, was exhibited photograplis of subject, [_jand GARDNER, 
and the truck used in transporting slot machines from the Voss 
Bros. warehouse on March 2, 1951. [_| stated that. at the time 
of the loading, he did not "clearly see the vehicle, remembering 
only the words “air freight" and the size and type of the truck. 
The exhibited chotographs appeared to be identical with the truck 
used. The rear doors of the truck were open at the time it was 
observed by . | 


i 


oo, i. " 
The photogravh of AL GARDNER appeared to be similar to 
the driver of instant truck according i However , 
the photograph of [sd] was unidentifiable. 


,» Boss Bros. Transfer and Storage 
Company, upon exibition of the afore-mentioned photographs, stated 
thit the truck appeared to be the same tyve of vehicle used at the 
time of instant loading. However, he could not commit himse lf 

on either photograph of GARDNER or{——} | | 


Se. Hande Iman and Wiesman Company, - be 
2301 - 3rd Avenue, was exhibited instant photographs. He recalled | 


vaguely that a person dressec in coveralls, drove the truck into pic 
the garage of his farm duriny the morning hours in early larch, 

1951. identified the driver as being AL GARDNER. He re- 

olled having asked the driver what type of haul was being conducted. 
The driver answered he was hauling for an air line company. 

stated that although he recalls a tire having been repaired on in- 

stant truck, cash receipts reflecting this transaction would not 

be identifiable since no name was recorded. [__ described the 

driver as StOCKY» small in stature, approximately 50 years of” age. 

and appearing to be of Jewish extraction, Although identifyine the 
_ truck involved from. photogranvhs exhibited, pe as unable to 
identify the photograph of [__, | 

ys . | 

The following emp loyees of Handelmin and Wiesman Comorny, 
e301 ~ 3rd Avenue, were unable %o identity photographs - or recall 
informa tion pertinent to the invest tigation: 


4 
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Cash receipts, charge wholesale receipts and charge re- 


tail receipts of the Handelman and Viesman Company for the dates 


February 26, 27, 


mentioned tire rey pair job. 


28 and March 1, 2, 1951, inclusive, were examined 
by the: revortinz Agent without effecting evidence of the afore- 


a 


and 


4 


rdner_ltsic 


Company, 1103 - 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, Illinois, nade a ledger 
and invoices available reflecting the ‘sale by the Gardner Music. 
Company of 18 slot machines to Americen Legion Post 26, Davenport, 


lowa, as follows: 


. Mills 


Mills 
Mailis | 
Mills 
Mills 
Mii lis 
Mills 
Mills | 
Mills 
Wills 
Mills 
Millis 
Mills 


. Hibs. 


ii lis 


. WL 1s 


Millis 


© EMiLIs . 


Lyre 


J eve 1 
Jewel 
Jewel 


Jeviel 
Jewel 
Jewel] 


. dewel 
bonus 


Black 
Black 
Black 


Black 


Black 
Black 
Black 


Black B 


Elack 


bell 
Beil 
Bell 


| Jewel, Bell 


Bell 
Bell 
Bell 
Bell 


Gold 
Gold 
Gold 
Beauty 
Beauty 
Beauty 
Beauty 


eauby — , 
beauty . 


Deriomina tion 


Serial. No. 


547066 


547062. 


542059 
543544 
528647 
549909 


55 18 50 » 


S498 69 


554966 


555983 
564069 
564462 


567888 
568063 


568221 
571802 
574227 
574776 


Photographs of the pertinent ledger 
are in the process of being developed by the opringfield Division and — 
will be forwarded the interested offices at the earliest possible 


oppor tunlty. 
ginally: purchase 


Company, 


Bate 


May 21, 1948 
May 21, 1948 
Jaume 5, 1945 bE 
June lA, 1948 BIC 


July 16, 1948 


August 20, 1948 
September 22, 1928 . 
September | 22° 1948 
October If, “1928 


| Yecember 10, 1948 
’ February 12, 1945. 


March 11, 1949 
April &, 1949 

May 16, 1949 

Juné 14, 1949 
August 1, 1949 
September 9, 1949 
October B, 1949 | 


pages and invoices | 


mentioned that the slot machines had been ori- 
Automatic Coin Machine and Supply 


y nim from the 
4135 Armitage Avenue, Chicago 29, Illinois. 


It is to be noted that 5 of the above-listed slot machines 
are identical with those on the August, 1951, inventory forwarded the 
Attorney General in compliance with Bablic Law 906, of the Mayf lower 
Minnesota as reflected by the files of 


Distributing Company,’ 


Department of Justice, "ashing tons D, C. 


are as Tollows: 


Official Registrar of Records, Room 3524, U. 5. 
The § identical slot machines 


- 
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Mills 5@ Jewel Bell, Serial No. 543844 

Mills 25¢ Jewel Bell, Serial No. 548647 

Mills 10¢ Jewel Bell, Serial No. 549909 of | 
Mills 5¢ Jewel Bell, Serial No. 549869 a . 
Hills’ 10¢ Black Gold, Serial No. 564462 


The 4 following slot machines are probably identical with 
‘those of the August, 1951, inventory: : | 


Mills 54 Black Beauty, Serial No. 56768. (similar 
to Mills 5¢ Blue Béll, Serial No. 567888 ) L 

Mills 10¢ Black Beauty, Serial No. 568063 (similar 
to Mills 10¢ Blue Bell, “erial No. 568063) _ 

Mills 25¢-Black Beauty, serial No, 568221 (similar 
_to Mills 25¢ Blue Bell, Serial No. 568221) 
Gills 5¢ Black Beauty, Serial No. 574227 (similar 

. = Mills 5¢ Blue Bell, serial No. 574227) 


The 3 following machines compare favorably considering. 


the possibility of erroneous transition of tthe serial numbers: 


Mills .5¢ Jevel Bell, ‘Serial No. 542089 (similar to. 
Mills 5¢ Jewel Bell, Serial No. 542809) 

Mills 25¢ Jewel Bell, Serial No. 551250 (similar to 
Mils 25¢ Jewel Bell, Serial No. 581380) | 
Mills lo¢ Black Gold, Serial Now 558983 (similar to. 

Mills 10¢' Black Gold, Serial No. 258985) 
ND ee \/ 


dyts New York Tavern, — 


1607 - 2nd Avenue, upon interview was unvilling to commit himself b6 


- regarding any transaction he may have had with[ —_} It is b7c 


apparent tha wishes ‘to protect himself from the possible 


‘violation of having transported 10 machines fron Davenport, Towa 


to Hock Island, Illinois, on or about February 24, 1951, in_the 


company of 1/I1 LIAN KNOOP, Davenrert, towa, tavern owner. 


stated that he did hot care to comm it himself until he sought the | 
advice of his atvorre y. 


Bc il 


~PENDING- 


ostmeio tt ss—i—<‘—sSS a 
| ADMINIST PAT IVE PAGE 
THE MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION 


AIENNES OTA 


AT Vv TITER POLIS; 


Will obtain recordac copy of $2,000 check drawn by 
March 1,°1951, on fhe First National 

_ Bank of Einneapolis, payable to the order of the 
This check is No. 1308 and 


| oo | . is endorsed 


THE WASHINGTON FISID OFFIOR = 


AT iASEINGTON, D.C. 


Wil re-examine August, 1951 inventory of Yayf lover 
, Distributing Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, “in posses- 
| ~ gion of LS) Official Registrar 
of Records, Room 3524, U. 5. Department of Justice, 
' to determine whether the descrepancies in the serial 
+. wumbers can. be reconciled,. The sam records should 
be searched for subsequent inventories: by the May- | 
flower Distributing Company which may reflect the. Pe 
listing of the serial numbers comparative to those 
of the ledger and invoices of the Gardner Music 
Company, Rock Island, Illinois, not previously 
determined to be identical with serial numbers 
listed in the August, 1951, inventory. 


THE SPR -INGFIELD DrVIS TOW re j 


AT ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS 


will re-interview ; 
for information he may have concerning the 
transaction with[ son or about March 2, 3951. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (cont. ) 


. AT SPRINGFIEID ILLTIOTS 


_ EEFESENCES NCES | 


Seana Renae 


Will forward photographie copies of appropriate 


ledger sheets and invoices of-the Gardner Music 
Commny, Rock Island, Illinois, indicating the 

sale of these machines to American legion Post 

No. 2 26, Davenport, Lowa. 


Report of SAL—Ssi‘“‘(CS™!!!OOCC~*d Washington 


Field Office, dated Octcber 10; 1951, 


Revort of Sa} Mamespolts, 
dated October iB, (1951. 


Report of a Omaha, dated 


November D9 1951, 
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MADE 


37, LOUIS, MISSOURI 1-16-52 | 12-13-513;1-7-52 —] wil 


OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


The records of AGO, DPRB, Dept. of the Army, SLMO, 


d ’ 
| 6-47 te Af. ce b indicate ALLEN I, NILVA, ASNs 37544128 and W-2129682, 
. jr * 


in U. S. Army 12-14-42 to 3-10-46, Honorably discharged 


pee fe as Warrant Officer Junior Grade by reason of excess of 
gt officers, No derogatory information. | 
4730-8) 7 , ; 


- RUC ~ 


DETAILS: AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 


A review of the Army service record on file at the Adjutant. General's 
Office, Demobilized Personnel Records Branch, Department of the irmy, for 
ALLEN I.\ NILVA, Army Serial Number 37 Shh 128, indicates that he was inducted 
into the United States Army on December 14, 194.2 and entered on active duty on 
December 28, 194.2 at Fort Snelling, Minnesota. He was honorably discharged on 
April 30, 1945 as a Technician Fourth Grade from the Headquarters Company 
5322nd, Army Post Office 432, to accept appointment of Warrant Officer Junior 
Grade. Records reflect subject was appointed Yarrant Officer Junior Grade, Army 
Serial Number Y-2129682 on May 1, 1945 at the 5322nd United States Army Section 
Army Post Office 432. He was relieved from active duty on March 10, 1946’as a 
Warrant Officer Junior Grade from the Headquarters Southeast Asia Command, at 
Camp McCoy, “isconsin, by reason of excess of officers. 


He served one year, eleven months and fourteen days in the Asiatic 
Pacific Theatre. He was awarded the World “Nar II Victory Medal, the \siatic 


Pacific Theatre Ribbon and the American Theatre Ribbon. ° 
SE ATTACHE 


His character and efficiency ratings ranged from unknown to excellent, 


! 5) Tere is no record of courts-martial, AWOLs or derogatory information, ND 
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The following’ background and descriptive information is contained ) 
in the record: | : 


Date/Place of Birth: 
Heights 

Weight: 

Race: . 

Heir: | 

Builds 


Complexion: 
Education: >: 


Civilian Occupation: 
Military Occupation: 
Addresses: 
Employments: 


Relatives: 


Naburalized May 19, 1920, 


of the Minnesota Rar 


September Uy 1911, Ivnitza, Russia 

st yw 

160 % 

“hite 

Blond: 

leavy 

Ruddy 

Graduate of Mniversity of ‘innesota (1935) 
Lawyer | 

Claims Officer . | 
283 Carroll ‘venue, St. Paul, Minnesota 

Milva & Frisch Co., 302 Minnesota 
Building, St. Paul, Minnesota, “ember 

“ssociation 

Sister — PESSIE NTLV* FRISCH, 1830. 


' Hillcrest Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota 
Mother - SAR*H NILVA, 


283 Carroll ‘venue, 
St. Paul, Minnesota | 
Father — LOWIS NILVA, 
St. Paul, “innesota 


283 Carroll ‘venue, 


Certificate of Maturalization 136693h, 


Local Draft Board umber 8 at Ramsey Co., Minnesota, Order Number 1398 


_ ENCLOSURES TO BUREU, CHICAGO, 
. MILMANKSE, NINNEAPCLIS, 


OMAHA AND SPRINGPIEL 


One photograph of ALLEN qe IT TATA 


~ REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TC THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


One copy of this report is . being designated for the Chicego, Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis and Springfield offices for information as requested in Minneapolis 
letter. Lo Bureau dated November 26, 1951. - 


REFERENCE: - Minneapolis letter to Bureau dated November 26, 1951. _ 
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Name: ALLEN I. NILVA | 


Born: 9-14-11, Ivnitza, Russ: 
Height: 5' yt eG 

Weight: 160 Co 

Race: ‘qhite Co 

Hair: blond 

Build: |. Heavy 

Complexion: Ruddy 

Civilian 


Occupation: Lawyer 
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} WASHINGTON, D.C. 


. CHARACTER OF CASE 


| TITLE 7 | | | ; | 
| _—— was, et al | ENTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION | 
| ) a | OF GAMBLING DEVICES | 


of "SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Monthly inventories of gambling devices 
for September; October and November, 1951, 


submitted by Mayflower Distributing Company, 
St. Paul, Minnesota, and its Omaha branch to. 
Attorney "General showing serial numbers | 
which are identical with those on 4ugust., 
1951, inventory. .No discrepancies noted in’ 
Department of. Justice file concerning serial . 
numbers or machines sold to American Legion’ 
Post 26, Davenport, Iowa. November, 1951, 7 | 
inventory shows instant seven. machines and be 
others have been shipped on November 5, 1952, Te 
to Hugh Roach Sales Company, 714 Main Street, | 
Las Vegas, Nevada. Photostatic copies of 
current inventories being sent to Omaha. _ 


are 


- RUC = 


DETAILS + AT WASHIN iGTON, De Got | 
| Office of Official Registrar of 
- Records, Room 3524, United States Department of Justice, made 


available the file containing correspondence and inventories 
of gambling devices and parts submitted to the Attorney General 
covering the company's principal place of business, 2218 A f) 


ve whaversn ty Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, and its br ranch’ at 
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1209 Douglas Street, Omaha, Nebraska. - Monthly inventories of 


gambling devices for September, October, and November, 1951, 


submitted by the Mayflower Distributing Company, show serial 
numbers which are identical with those on the 4ugust, 1951, 
inventory. The only changes are those affecting sales previously 
reported as described in*- the last report fromthis office dated 
October 10, 1951, and sales which are indicated in this report. 


| | the company: by letter dated. October: 1, 1951, to the 
Attorney General, submitted inventories and records of sales 
and deliveries at the close of the month of September, 19516 
Pertinent excerpts of this letter are set forth. 


"There have been no sales nor deliveries from our 
principal place of business, 2218 University 
Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota. There has been a 
sale from our branch office at 1209 Douglas Street, 
Omaha, Nebraska as follows: September 28, 1951, 


2 Keeney two way Super Bonus 5 and 25¢ Deno ination, 
serial numbers 2969 and 2973 were sold to théxChelps 


Tobacco._C-ompany, of Fremont,,_Nebraskas . These ‘the 
units were sold within the State of Nébraska with 
this specific understanding that they were to be used 
as amusement games only. No carrier was involved-in_ 
the shipment of these two units, as they were picked » 
up at our place of business in Omaha, Nebraska, by 
the purcha ser in his own truck. no | 


The only change im the September, 1951, inventory over 
the August, 1951, inventory is the deletion of serial numbers 
of gambling devices number 2969 and #973 from the September, dy 794; 
inventory » 


The compan y letter of October 31, 1951, to the Attorney 
General submitted its inventory and the sales and deliveries as 
of the close of the month of October, ‘1951. The last ‘paragraph 


of this letter is being set forth. 


"There have been no sales or deliveries from: our 
principal place of business, 2218 University Avenue, 
St. Paul, Minnesota, or from our branch office at 
41209 Douglas Street, Omaha, Nebraska, during the 
month of October, 1951, and the respective inventories | 
for our principal piace of business and for our branch 
office remain the same as at the close of the previous 
month» nO 


= 2e 


: It. is noted that the October, 1951, inventory is 
identical with the, September, 1951, inventory. 


4he company letter. of November 30, 1951, to the 
Attorney General submitted its inventory and record of sales 
and deliveries as of the close of the month of November, 1952. 
Paragraphs two, three and four of this letter are set out. 


tJuring the month of November there has been a sale 
from our principal place of business ,2248 Universi 
Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, to Hu; aboach Machine. | 
Company, 714. Main Street, Las. _Veras, _Nevadas, The 
complete list. of the equipment covered b by this sale 
is set forth and described on pages one, two, three 
and four. of the exhibits attached hereto. This 
merchandise was shipped from St. Paul, Minnesota 

on November 5, 1951, via Gepner Truck ing Company at 
2205 University Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota and the 
name and address of the consignee is the Hughysoach 
9a les Co., 714 Main Sto s Las Vegas Nevada. , 
A TCTAL TE 


tlhere was another sale during the month of Nov ember 
from our branch,office at 1209 pougras Street, Upaha, 
. Nebraska to theabawrence Novelty. Reg'd., 1436. Notre 
Dame W., Montréal 35 PQ. Canadas: “he complete list 
of the equipment in ‘Enis sale is set forth and 
described on page five of the exhibits attached here- 
to. . this merchandise was shipped to the Lawrence. 
Novelty Co. Regtd., 1436 Notre Dame W., Montreal 3, 
P,Q. Canada on November 26, 1951, via Watson Bros. 
Transportation Go., Inc. of Omaha, Nebraska» | 


"The remaining inventory at the close: ‘of Novenhber 30, 
19o1; at our principal place of business’ 2218 
University Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota is set. forth 
and described on page six of the exhibits. attached 

_hereto.and the remaining inventory at the.close of 
November 36, 1951, at our branch office 1209 Dougla 
Street, Omaha, Nebraska, is set forth and described 
on page seven of the exhibits attached hereto." — 


3 It will be noted that paragraph two of this letter 
refers to pages one, two, three and four of the attached 
inventory, Page one of this attachment revealed part of the 
November, 1951, inventory of certain machines is identical © 
with the Aug st, 1951, inventory set forth (on page two of 
referenced report made at Washington, D.C. Pages two, three 


% 
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and four of this attachment described only parts with no. | 
serial numbers listed. Page five of the attachiient is set out 
as follows: | : | 


"Shipped To: Lawrence Novelty Regtd. 
1436 Notre Dame W. _ 
Montreal 3, P. Q. Canada — 


o 


on November 26, 1951, | 
via Watson Bros. Transportation Co., Inc. 
Omaha, Nebraska | 


From: Omaha Office, Mayflower Distributing Company 
on November . 26, 1951.: 


5 Triple Bells 5-10-25¢ Bally 1538-2750=2405 
5=5=25¢ Bally 1968-1588 " 


Paragraph four refers to pages six and seven of the 
attachment of company letter dated November 30, 1951, which 
represents the remaining inventory of. Mayflower Distributing 


Company as of-that date. the inventory on page six for the 
(St. Paul office of the company is identical with the “ugust, 


1951, inventory for the St. Paul Office set forth on page 

thr ee of referenced report from Washington Field Office. The 
inventory for the Omaha branch of the company as of the close 
on November, 1951, is identical with the “ugust, 1951, 
inventory except that the November, 1951, inventory reflects 
the deletion of the serial numbers for the five Triple Bells 


“1538 2750—2505-1968=-1588, and two Two Way Super Bonus 5 and: 


25% Keeney, 2973 and 2969. Other machines on the August, 
1951, inventory for the Omaha branch are identical with those 
listed on pages three and four of referenced: report from 


Washington Field Office. 


The only items in the Department of Justice. file 
concerning the Mayflower Distributing Company which have not 
already been photostated and submitted to Omaha are the three 
letters from the company mentioned in this report. Photo- 


‘static copies of these three letters and attachments included 


as an attachment to the Omaha copies of this report. 


“No discrepancies were noted in the Department of 
Justice file concerning serial numbers of seven machines sold 


he 


+ « 
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to the American ‘Legion Post: 26, Davenport, Towa. ihe. November, 
1951, inventory shows that instant seven machines. along with | 
others were shipped on November 5, 1951, to Hugh oa ch Sales 
Company, 714. Main Street, Las Vegas, Nevada. 


Minneapolis Office by letter bo Directory, copy to 
this office, dated November 27, 1951,. requested that unless 
it has already been done, Washington Field would check the 
records of appropriate agencies in Washington to obtain all 
information and if possible a photograph regardin 
. » .AS indicated in report of , opecial Agent 
dated May 1, 1951, at Washington, D.C., no record was found of 
affiliation with offices of civilian defense, or Civil 
Aeronautics Administration, Washington, D. Goa concerning 


> b6 
b7c 


{ 
3 


ENCLOSURES: 
TO OMAHA | 


Letter to Attorney General from Mayflower Distributing 
Company dated October 1, 1951, enclosing inventory 

and record of sales and deliveries as of the close of 
the month of September, 1951, with attachment » 


Enclosure consists of sia cu es and identifies 
machines at St. Paui and Onaha and inventory of 
par So 


_ Letter to Attorney General from Mayflower Distributing 
Company dated October 31, 1951, enclosing inventory 
as of the close of the -month of October, 1951. 


Inventory consists of six pages identifying» 
machines at St. Paul and Omaha and inventory of 
parts. 


Letter to Attorney General from Mayflower Distributing 
Gompany dated November 30, 1951, enclosing inventory as 
of the close of the month of Nov ember , 1951. 


Attachment page five isa record of sale of five 
machines to Lawrence Novelty Regtd., Montreal, 
Canada. knclosure consists of seven pages and 

identifies machines at St. Paul and Omaha as well 
as a number of machines and parts sold to Hugn 
Reach Sales Company, Las Vegas, Nevada. 
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REFERENCE? 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Report of Special Agent LL —~—CsCSCSCid atti 
December 1, 1951, at Springfield, Illinois. | 
Letters from Minneapolis to Director dated | Pe 
November 27, 1951, and December 29, 1951. _ 7 


Report of Special Agent 
made at Washington, ¥.¢., dated October 10, 
L951. a an | 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FORM No. 1 j | 
~* THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OMAHA FILE NO. 
REPORT MADE AT | DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 
MADE 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.. | .1/17/52| 1/3, h/s2 fe CF 


TITLE 


x -| CHARACTER OF CASE 
a ees IVOERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 


OF GAMBLING DEVICES 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


IPs 
Jic | _ First National Bank, Minneapolis, Minnesota, does hot 
have photograph of $2,000 check given by[ -+Y 
| [We perro [out data obtained from their records. Newspaper b6 
| morgues in Minneapolis and St. Paul checked with nega- bic 
/ 99 Sagh- tive results for photograph of 


urnished data concerning Federal income tax returns 
of Paster vistributang: Company, et al. 


-~ Pp 


- DETAILS: [Assistant Cashier, First National Bank, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, advised that if a customer of 
their bank cashed a check in Illinois, they would have 
no photograph or negative of that check as when it arrives 
at their bank it is placed in the file for that particular 

customer and at the end of the month it is returned to the customer. 
stated that they photograph some of the checks which they them- 
selves receive at their bank and which they send to out-of-town banks, 


confidentially furnished the following information but bé 
Stated'1f it-1s to be used, a subpoena duces tecum should be directed to BIC 
the bank and the officials in charge will then designate an ap ProPrAp te bID 


employee- to “produce the necessary records in response to the subpog 
C PIES DESTROYEn +a aid e 


grass 
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PROPERTY OF FBI The confidential report ‘and its contents are loanedfto you by the FBI and. are not to be 
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in charge of the Intelligence Division, Department of Internal 


" - Revenue, Room 100, New Post Office Building, St. Paul, Minnesota, advised 


on January 3, 1952, that they have no pending investigative file on HERMAN 
PASTER for violation of income tax laws, He advised that the regular Internal 
Revenue Bureau Unit would handle PASTER'S return in the usual routine manner 
but ‘that if anything unusual were noted,. the return would then be transferred 
to his division. He also advised they have no pending case on[___Jor ALLEN 
NILVA. | | | 


At the 5t. Paul Dispatch-Pioneer Press, 5t. Paul, Minnesota, Agent visited 

the library which contains the "morgue! and was advised that they have no - 
newspaper clippings at all regarding[_____lor ALLEN NILVA or the Mayflower bo 
Distributing Company, However, they had a newspaper clipping for HERMAN pTC 
PASTER which appeared in the "St. Paul Dispatch" for May 18, 1951, and which 

reflects that a St. Paul man plans a $6,000,000 home project in Las Vegas, 

Nevada; that HERMAN PASTER, 1752 Pinehurst Avenue, head of Paster Enterprises, 
operates in St. Paul, Omaha, and Milwaukee; that according to Las Vegas news- 

paper accounts, PASTER has purchased one hundred twenty acres near the 

Municipal Golf Course in the Nevada city and that plans call for the construc- 

tion of modern and medium-priced homes, The article further reflects that no 
definite date for the start of construction has been set as yet according to 

ALLEN NILVA, Attorney for PASTER. 


The file contained another newspaper clipping which appeared in the "St. Paul . 
Pioneer Press" for October 2h, 1951, which made reference to HERMAN PASTER 
of Dairy Way, Incorporated. 


They also had another newspaper clipping which contained a photograph of Mrs. 
HERMAN PASTER which appeared in the "St, Paul Pioneer Press" for December 20, 
1948, The Article reflects that Mrs. PASTER was chairman of the luncheon 

given by the Sons of Jacob's Sisters, The article revealed that among those ' 
present were MANLEY FRISCH,LOUIS GOLLOP (newspaper reporter), and LOUIS NILVA, 


Agent also looked over the newspaper clippings of SAMUEL TARAN but they did 
not contain any photograph of | | 


At the Minneapolis Star and Tribune, Portland and Fifth, Minneapolis, Minne- 

~sota, in the library advised they had no newspaper clippings 
regarding « However, she had a newspaper clipping which made 
reference to JAKE HENRY NILVA dying in the last war. This clipping,which was 
dated in November 1946, revealed that JAKE'NILVA was a brother of Mrs, MANLEY 


. 3 - 


™ 


. FRISCH and his parents were listed as Mr. and Mrs. LOUIS NILVA, oi Carroll 
ae. St. Paul, Minnesota. 


Jas 0 had a newspaper clipping dated January 8, 195, which made 
‘eference to some Twin Cities soldiers in Ceylon bartering for tropical fruit 
‘ith the natives. The picture, which is somewhat poor, listed the names of 


he persons from left to right and made reference to T/5 ALLEN — St. Paul, . 


eing on the extreme left. 
CO idalse located a sles aypmets for an individual named HARRIET 
IILVA, age nineteen, whose picture appeared in the paper on September 30, 1913, 
LS she was held up by a bandit. in the Melodee Record Shop, 706 Hennepin ey Snues 


gent borrowed fromn[ sd the cut for the picture of ALLEN NILVA and_ 
the glossy photo of HARRIET NILVA and through the assistance of 
dentification Division, Minneapolis, Minnesota, three photos were made from 


she cut of ALLEN NILVA and two photos of HARRIET NILVA were made, which photos — 


ire being retained in instant file with the exception of one set which is being 
sent to the Omaha Office. 


- 


“t is not known definitely whether the photo raph of HARRIET NILVA is identical. 
ith the HARRIE? NILVA who is LSS 


rechecked his records and advised he had no record for anyone 
amed HARRIET or[ _|NILVA ever being arrested. 


the above-mentioned cut and glossy pag were. returned tol in 
‘he same date they were borrowed, 


of knom reliability, advised that 


— 


b3 
be 
Ive 


nstant file reflects that a search of the files at the on or of the Navy 


reflects that( “Navy Serial Number enlisted on 


wugust 29, 1910, and received a medical discharge on December 26 1940. His bé 
ate of birth was listed @g[ RS 


"he New York Office has been requested to review the Navy file for[_ at 
arden City, New York, to obtain additional information as well as a ilies 
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A search of the files at the Department of the Air Force indicates there is 


, Air Force. Serial No. and the 
St. Louis Office was requested to review that file and obtain a photo. 


a record for a 


The Identification Division of the Bureau_advises that 
and the following is 
the complete identification mecords: including description: 


AFSN 


Contributor of 
Fingerprints. _ 


ocD, Wash., ‘OD. Ce 


CAA, Washe, D. Ce >: 


SOS, Army 


Army — 


PD, Wilmington, 


Dele 


_Name_and_ Number __ 


Name 
Color 


Sex 
Height 


Wei ght 


Hair 


Eyes 


Complexion 


Build 


Scars and Marks 


Birth 


has been assigned. FBI Nos 


Received 


Applic ant 
Veb/i 


Applicant 


Laborer 


L/27/ue 
5/12/h2 _ 


, Mplse, 


Minn. 


= 


“hrrested: or 


3 


Charge Disposition. 


b6 


b7C 
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Citizenship 
Address 


CLOSURE TO OMAHA: 


1 photo on which T/5 ALLEN NILVA appears on extreme left who  bIC 
is believed identical with ALLEN NILVA of the Paster Distri-~ | 
buting Company. 


f 


1 photo of a HARRIET NILVA who possibly may be identical with 
although not definitely known. 


* 
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[fhe Chicago, Milwaukee, and Springfield Offices are being furnished copies of 
this report inasmuch as they all have outstanding leads and are interested in. 
instant investigation. : 


~_— oe ee ii 


THE OMAHA OFFICE 


\t Omaha, Nebraska. — 


Vill review the information obtained from the First National Bank, Minneapolis, 


. Minnesota, regarding the $2,000 check to determine whether or not any addition- 


21 investigation need by Soncueted. especially if such information or evidence 
is desired in court. 


Till follow investigation being conducted by the New York and St. Louis Offices 
relative to.obtaining additional information and a photograph of 
details of which appear in Bureau letter to Minneapolis dated January 7, 


1952. 
- i : b6 
THE MINNEAPOLIS OFFICE b7c 

\t Minneapolis, Minnesota | 

Mil report results of investigation presently being conducted regarding instant 

ase. 

(NFORMANT: 

b2 

Cis Bureau letter to Minneapolis dated January 5, 1952, which reflects that b7D 


she Minneapolis Office was furnished photostatic copies of income tax returns 


thich have been obtained from the Secretary of the Treasurer, These returns, 
of course, contain further detailed information and can be referred to if the 
»ecasion aEteeee | 


tEPEREN C E S: 


a ee ee 


teport of ‘SA ee | Springfield, dated December 1, 1951. 


finneapolis memorandum to Bureau dated December 29, 1951. 
teport of 2 rs | Minneapolis, dated January Ts E720 % 
ureau letter to Minneapolis dated January ie 1952. 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Ac acy; sO | ‘ ‘ILE NO. 
a CMAHA | , mn NO. 


REPORT MADE AT 


| MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


TITLE 


MADE. _ . = , 
1/12/52 P2704 92052t, MeN fk 
c ) CHARACTER OF CASE _ : | 
Wass INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
PAS TER {OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


= WAS «3 
ALBERT HiGARDNER, WAS.; HERMAN 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: _ ) oe 7 a pl 

' " WVilwaukee Telephone Exchange Hilltop 45615 and 4-5625 not found. 


Hilltop 4-5425, listed to the Paster Distributing Companys. INnGe “ 
2606 W. Fond du Lac, Milwaukee, 4 subsidiary of Paster Distrr it 4} 
ing Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, Wholesalers, "coin machinesLeagrs = 
and novelties. HERMAN PASTER registered at Schroeder Hotel , a $t 
‘Milwaulee, Wisconsin on 2/21/51, departing following day, and 
review of hotel account indicates nothing of interest, Check d. 
leading Milwaucee hotels failed to disclose Milwaukee registration 


HERMAN PASTER for 2/22/51 through 3/15/51. a | 
, | , b6 j 
| ~ RUC - - ae ; | . —b7C ! 
° Special Agent> ee CSCSC*Céidz SS Steed in the investigation conducted 
at Milwaukee, in connection with which, the actual investigation by this : 
Special Agent is specifically set out in the body of instant report. 7 ? 
. Investigation at Racine and Sturtevant was conducted by Special Agent : 
DETAIZS 2 : 


AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN: | | : 
_ -_ ye , | oo , be 
Confidential Informant, Milwaukee LJ .of known reliability, ascertained b7p 
and reported the following data concerning Milwaukee telephone numbers | 
called from the "Blackhawk," Bavenport, Iowa, on March 2, L951 by Subject 7 


ES DETR =—T—— b 


L) 


[.......____ __ } Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and is a two-party regidonce : 


RGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES LD 


| | hits d hee terot | # = 4 4. 

3f = Buroau P1893 | | umes 
% Chicago (71-91 n oe Lo | pesi-epdibaper 
‘So Wimnes olis ( AYE) info)(LUSA, Stl. Paul) JAI 22 1979. 
3 — Qnaha (71~206)(info)(1 USA, Des Moines ) ace Rege )S f adi) 
‘3 = Springfield (71-390 1 USA, Springfield) (info a a” \y 
Z om Milwaukoe (T1l13 ) wie - . oe oer? . . . \ _ 

LE GIAED | | 


ow Hh . 
to be nV USFEB TT is5 hich loaned. foe U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
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to be of interest to instant investigation. Telephone Exchange % “h)3 


|! 


MI 71136) 


Sales and Sorvico Company's’ 


Servicee The installation was made without informational or crodit 
background being ascertaincde 


As of March 2, 1951, this number was issued to 
Milwaukeo, and has ono office oxtonsion within 
the premisos.e Tho orodit of this account has been satisfactory, and 
it appoars that a rosidonce listing for this same individual is carriod 
undorL dS Mi wakcoay Bisconsing 6 
: i b7c 
Noither of tho names [L___——C J or (Ld hhave prior 


- rocord with the ey he Division, and sinco the listed telephone 


numbor of Paster Distributing Company, Ince, 2606 West Fond du Lac 
Avenue, was said to ba HILLTOP 45425, no furthor a ec ara boing 
directed towards them at this times 


HILLTOP 45425 


Confidential Informant, —.] further sdoortainod that the 

above numbor is listed to Pastor Distributing Company, Inc», 2606 Wast 
Fond du Lac Avenuc, Milwaukoc, and consists of throe "trunk -lincs" under 
tolophone HILLTOP 4-5425. 26 and 27.4 Additional ral for 


HILLTOP 4—5425 include th NPastox NovoltyCompany and UO heed za) 
| ae roeacmaancalle 


Regarding a check of tho lon -distanceo traffic of thc abovo listing, 
Confidential Informant, advised that ho had ascortainod 
through roliabi@ contacts that all toll tickets for tha month of 


_Fobruary, 1951 were dostroyed on @ugus¢ 31, 1951, and for March, 1951 


woro destroyod on Scptember 30, 19516 In this connection it ig pointed 
out that. regulations of the Interstate Commerce Commission provido for 
destruction of such records after varne retainad for six months periods 


Tt is known from past investigative experience that tho Wisconsin 

Teloaphono Company is incorporatod under the laws of incorporation of the 
State of Wisconsin, and that any subpoenas duces tocum should ba 
addressed to 


lowe, 


an 


w 


MI 71-136 — 


Upon ae those reflect that on Fobruary 145 1951 at 9:00 P.Me, 


x 


D6 - 
bIC 
‘b7D 


BACKGROUND DATA 


rocords of 


HOTEL CHECKS 


Schroodor Hotely 509 West Wisconsin 

Avanudy advigady upon intorvicw, that whilo he is not personally 
acquaintod with any of the Subjacts, that tho Paster Distributing 
Company’, 2606 West Fond du Lac Avenue, docs maintain an approved 
account, by which chargas may ba made by personnel of that company, 
which aro automatically charged to the account and bi*Xed at tho 
ond of the month to the Pastor Distributing Company. Through 

Schrocdor Hotel; the "City 
Lodgor™ account of tho Paster Distributing Company yas lLocatad 
along with the supporting registrations and chargdS theroon, 


2218 Univorsity Avanuc, St. Wahl, Minnesota, 


rogistored and was assignad to Room 15254 Nurthor, that. on | ee 
Fobruary 15, 1951 at 8:26 AeMe, eno ___anneal_ 1] 
at tolephone Wisconsin, charges fifty-five cents 


($955), plus Federal Tax of fourteen cents ($014), total - sixty— 
nino conts $69). Tho abbroviation ig understood to bo 

a local abbreviation for ,. These rocords 
furthor reflect that at 710 PeMe on February 15, 1951 

callad » time consumed seven minutes, chargo 
ono dollar and. twonty=five conts $125) plus Fedoral Tax of 
thirty-two cents ($.32), total - one dollat and fifty~sevon cents 
($1057)6 A rovicw of the Room Folio @o@t for this registration 
roflects substantiations of these chargoss Upon checking out 
Fobruary 16, 1951, this bill was transforrod to the account of 


tho Paster Distributing Companys 


Je 


te 
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ne 


LO Ja1s0 produced original registration card of HERMAN PASTER, 
2218 University Avenue, Ste Paul, Minnesota, who registerod at tha 
Schroeder Hotel at 6:21 P.M. Fobruary 21, 1951, and was assignod to 
Room 1104 A reviaw of the hotel long-distance toll chargos for this 
account reflects call on February 21, 1951 at 12223 (poriod of day 
not shown) to[.___—sid «Ste Paul, Minnesota, charges ono dollar 
($1.00) plus Federal Tax of twenty-five conts ($225), total — one 
dollar and twenty-five cents (41225). A reviow of the Room Folio 
adyds substantiated this chargae Upon checking out Februery 22, 1951 
this registration cost was transferred to "City Lodgor" account of 
Paster Distributing Company. | Dé 
A review of the "City Ledgor" account of tho Paster Distributing ere 
Company, Ince, 2606 West Fond du ac Avenue, Milwaukea, through 

reflocts no activity on this account botweon the period 
of February 22, 1951 and March 15, 1951. A chock of the individual 
registration cards for the same period under tho name of Subjects 
disclosed no further registrations. . 


Tho original of the above cight items wore obtained and marked 

for identification. They ase being forwarded horavith to the 
Qnaha Divisione The Schroodor Hotal Company is a Wisconsin 
corporation with[ FT, principal office 
being maintained at the Schroader Hotel, 509 Wost Wisconsin Avenue, 
Milwaukeo | 


In further offorts to determina if HERMAN PASTER was registerad 


abt any of the remaining loading Milwaukee hotels during period 
of February 20, 1951 to March 15, 1951, the registration records 


ef the =e otene hotels wore negativaly checked by Special Agent 
PLANKINGTON HOUSE, [UU] 
HOTEL wrsconstwy[ 
HOTEL MARYEAND,[ 
PRISTER HOTEL,[__ 


Lee 


oo bID 
MI 71-136 | 


Confidential Informant, soot known roliability, 
upon interview, stated that to his knowledgo HERMAN PASTER is not 
in any way involved in the solling or transportation of slot 
machines or other similar devicos within tho State of Wisconsins 
that he personally knows “ERMAN PASTER as the principal figura 
of the Pastor Distributing Company, Ince of Ste Paul, Minnesota, 
which has operated for a numbor of yoars a Milwaukse branch 
under an indopondont managements, Source informed that ho hoard 
that HERMAN PASTER is involvad in slot machine oporations within 
the State of Minnesota, but that ho, Informant, knows nothing 
vorsonally of these operations and undorstands the above 
information purely from a standpoint of "rumore” Source further 
informed thet it is his definite impression thet the Milwaukoc 
operation, while of the "novelty!" mako, is, nevorthcloss, of a 
legitimata typoe Sourca commontod that the Wisconsin Stato 
anti-Gambling Laws have been rather sevoraly enforecd within tho 
State for the past number of years, with the results that it is 
now the common practico of gambling intorosts to romain out. of 
the confines of tho State of Wiscongine | 


AT RACINE AND STURTEVANT, WISCONSIN: 


The curront Racino-Sturtevant Telephone Directory lists 


Sturtovant,jfisconsin, [with ty 


additional listing of\Hinton's Music Servica. 


Sturtovant Branch of tho Bank of b6 
Franksvillo, Wisconsin, a highly roliable individual and[—— J) bic 
of local Amorican Legion Post, upon intorviow, informed that he 

ig woll acquainted with [7 4, both socially and from 

banking activitioss Source stated thatL_Jis a raputable 
businessman who, among other things, has a numbor of pinball | 
machines, football and bowling gamc machines in operation in taverns 

and rostaurants in Sturtevant and its immodiato aroa» Source 

informed that he has never known of boing connocted 

in any way with any iegal operations » : 


co Undorshori ff, Racine County, a rate 


% 
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individual who is wcll know as a magician in Racine area, upon 
intorviow, vorifiod the fact that [has a numbor of 
pinball machinos .of non=payoff typo, as well as football and 
bowling games which ho operatods Sourco stated that[L___Jis 
a logitimate operator: and has never becn known to ba connected 
with any gambling or illogal syndicatose 


A check of tha rocords of tho Racine Police Dopartmont and. | b6 
Sheriff's Office disclosos no prior record identifiable with pre 


ENCLOSURES: To Qmaha ~ Ono Rogistration card Lo Milwaukco Exhibit 1 

: (Registered) Ono Long Distatico Charge #4964 — MI Exhibit 2 
Cne long Distanco Chargo #4990 ~ MI Exhibit 3 
Ona Account Schrooder Hotel ~ Mi Exhibit 4 
One Registration Card HERMAN PASTER — MI Exhibit 5 
(na Long Distanco Chargo #973 = Mi Exhibit 6 
(no Account HERMAN PASTER, Schroodor Hotol - ME Exhibit 7 
Qno City Lodger —- Pastor Distributing Company — MI Exhe & 


* 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Informational copies of this report are being indicated for 
Chicago, Minneapolis and Springfield Divisions in keeping 


* with instructions contained in report reference 
- | LEADS 
| | | _ b6 
THE MINNEAPOLIS DIVISTON : | bYC 
| AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA: 
If deemed necassary, and in keeping with State Statutes of tho 
investigation being conducted by the Minneapolis Division, _ 
will make appropriate inquiries concerning telephona numbers 
called by at 7310 PoMey 2/15/513 
tolephone callod by HERMAN PASTER 2/21/51. 
INFORMANT | 
b2 
hele 
b7c 
b7D 


REFERENCE s Report of Special Agont ee: Onaha, datod 11/ 5/ 51» 
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TITLE ‘ ; CHARACTER OF CASE 


——_— wase, ET AL | | INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 


OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


ip smorsis.or excrs:§ [J] 21. unmiaaing to 
commit himself .regarding 3-2-51 transaction with 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OMAHA < | FILE NO. 
REPORT MADE AT > “ ‘DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 
1 : MADE 
12-13 2 13 
Springfield, Tliriois | 1-21-52 ee WM 2m 


| | bé 
- RUC « . ) ob7c 


DETAILS: AT ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS 


Jer Me Srtinge (7, ton reintorvion 
‘ remained unwilling to commit himself regarding any trans~ 
pa-& og action he may have had with[. Jon or 


about March 2, 1951. 


It is to be noted that [| exhibits rather intense 
nervousness regarding this matter and has offered as an 
excuse for his reticence that if a person were to testify 
as to any such transaction, "he might get his head blown 


off". 
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Report of SA[____ id, hatted December 1, 1951 at Springfield. 
' Springfield letter to Minneapolis, with copies to Qmaha and Chicago, 
dated December 13, 1951. : | 
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“ite Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


FROM 


SUBJE 


Z 
q 


GIUFEB D 1952 ON 


DIRECTOR, FBI (71-3129) ! DATE: January 29, 1952 


ay 3A, MINNEAPOLIS (71-161) 
C 


ETAL . | 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORT ATION OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


-_ a + 
~ 


ReBulet to Minneapolis dated 1/7/52 requesting the New York Office 
to review the Navy records regarding) Jane to 
obtain a photograph. a ' 7 | 


The New York Office is requested to expedite this investigation and 
if a photograph is located sutel Minneapolis and Omaha. 


The St. Louis Office should also refer to Bure au letter dated Jan- | 
uary 7, 1952, regarding[ __] AF - 17079232 and to the — 
report of sap SSS St. Louis, dated May 1, 1951. bic 


Inasmuch as the Omaha Office is very desirous of obtaining a later — 
photograph of nl that the St. Louis 
Office re-examine the file of to determine whether 
the same contains any additional information from which leads can be | 


obtained and set forth in an effort to possibly obtain a later photo- _ 
graph. 


It is noted that in the St. Louis report dated May 1, 1951, reference 
is made to[____] being eliminated from pilot training and it is felt 
that if he were even considered. for pilot training that undoubtedly _ 
some governmental agency must have photographed him at that time. 


If the St. Louis Office is able to locate a photograph, the Minneapolis 


and Omaha Offices should be advised by teletype. py 


RNP :CAG 

a CAR “ ion “YA _— 0 7 

ce 2-New York (AM) RECOR oo 7 /¢ 
1-omaha (71-206) +8 
1-Chicago (71-511). 7 
1-Springfield (71-100) 
2-St. Louis (71-213) _ fy. -3 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


Office Memorandum. ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENTX. 


i 


TO yo Director, FBI (71- 3129) —  -~pATE: January 29, 1952 
FROM Lie Minneapolis (71-161) 
TTGD_ | | | 
Re: Report | New Orleans, dated 
January ll, 1952. 7 
| . | b6 
“— Inasmuch as the indices of this office make no bIC 


reference to APEX DISTRIBUTING COMPANY, Fargo,.North 
Dakota, or- to 


Transportation of Gambling evices invest zative 


iles. Investigation regarding the APEX DISTRIBUTING 
JOMPANY and[ J will be made and reported 
in those files rather than in instant[ __|case. 
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RNP:PAS : | | a 


ce: Omaha (71-206) 
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‘Office Memoranduiirs UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (71-3129) ‘pars: January 29, 1952 


ee SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (71-161) 


SUBJECT: was. ET AL 


Re our memo to Bureau dated 1/7/52. | > Pp 


| Potential Criminal Informant, 
Fairmont, Minnesota, appeared at this pffice on 1/8/52 and 
he reiterated that has known HERMAN ASTER , 

_ALLEN ILVA. and § TARAN for yearse 


—Taccieee i some time ago he heard a remark from | 
someone, whose name he could not recall, that HERMAN PASTER and 
his crowd were purchaséing slot machines, and that they contemplated 
selling them out of the country, However, he did not know to 


t 


what country they would be shipped, nor did he possess any Pee 
additional informatione bID 


‘In regard to obtaining a “later photograph of [J | 
stated he believed that within the last year 


or two attended a convention in Minneapolis for coin 


“ machineS and that he believed a group picture was takene He 


stated he could not recall at what hotel the convention was held, 
but felt that he possibly hada copy of this photograph at his 
home, and he stated that he would check on this matter and ife 
he had a photograph would communicate with this office, however, 
as yet no word has been received from hime 


when questioned as to what magazine might contain a 
photograph off) stated that possibly 
the Billboard Ma ezene Company, with fices in Chicago, might 
possi ; the "“cashbox"® Magazine, with 
headquarters in the mapire State Building, New York city, might 
have a photo, 


It is being left to the discretion of the Omaha Office, 
who is the origin, as to whether they desire to have investigation 
conducted in Chicago and New York in ‘an etfort to obtain a 


later photograph | of. oo 
3 acer" al JON 


also wdvisea that if he obtains any additional 
information? éoleerninesPASTER and his associates,tmt he will 
furnish same ca EP FRECDRBED 10g office.or the Omaha Office. 


RNP/ jda ane t) om 2 ff O 
CC = Omaha (71266).,2¢0 | an a YAG~ [07 
66-New (OWENS )” 9 JAN st" "4952 
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Inasmuch as [| __]has been written up as a Potential 
Criminal Informant by is office, the Omaha Office should see 
to it that the Minneapolis Office is furnished with an extra 
copy of a report of letter which might contain any future 
information furnished by and that the same should be 
designated for[_]66 classification files 
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SAC, Hinneapélie 
Director, pao 
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The Honorable BN roe 
“The. Attorney General” owls whale ee a | Oe le 
_— : oo _ . _ Pragtioien Distributing. Company, et al. LN 
“My dear Mr. Attorney Generals von 2 ’ oo a . 7 . | 
, ee jrirthér reference is made to. your letter dated dagust, 25,- oS | 
—1951,. addressed to the Secretary “of. the Treasury, requesting, in’ 
connection with an-official investigation ‘being conducted by the 
Federal Bureau, of Investigation, uncertified copies of the income 


tax returns of Mayflower Distributing Company, 2218 University - 
, - Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, and of certain other Persons, for 7 : 5 
a the years: 199 and 19506, , : | 
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es [nr There ‘is. enclosed a. photostatic. .copy-- of . the corporation-.--- mesic eet 

- fF income tax return, Form 1120, of. Progress’. ‘Finance Company, 2218 - | 
University Avenue, St.‘Paul, Minnesota, . for the fiscal ‘year. end= 

ing June, 305 A9Sk. | , | . | 


a . oot _ a * 


aan eae vo -- : : . “ 


. . ‘ a - 1 . . 3 
A . . 7m 
' : « . . : » BOY 
L : 
" k 
1 
. . - ' 
* a * , r 
! 


“By. direction of the ‘Commissioner. 


. . * 
3, - . . - \ 
. ¥ . ; : . . yt. t r 
nn: te “Very truly yours, 2 
. 7 | r . ? . :, ‘ : . . 4 ; ’, 1 ™ a] 
we 3. ie 4 ‘ i o 
vs 
é . * , ; Smt Ww. ot C7” i ; 
“. Deputy CommissiGnér' ‘ 
” 7 . ‘ - ' a me . 
Soo . a, Sy ¢ a . * ‘, 
a . ; all s .- . . ; ~~ ve oa . _ * so 2, . a * a - 
“ : ; . : . ‘ * a | a: a m, : zo ae ; ; 
Enclosure ° | Ne, _ a vos 
. . at : wo . 
im . ; ~ Fr ~ a ce Sad 
’ , ¥ _ i “ hy + 
- . 
: _ a ot. . * 3 
» gf 7 iq wt, . lh "7 : . t we, eo t oa 
“ . \ 4 * * a . * 
‘si . ’ | . +! . Pe . BR - - 7 - « 
. . a = “my . - ot - * 
. . oe " - * + F * r ‘ FE he 4 
” ‘ aa | 7 
ra . * “ wt 
= . he - . t “ * ? + 


oe 7 ——- gel ee aoe See 
en ~ RECORDED” 34 eg 3 ay a4. Jo 


Lod +. 
$ 
. .. 
" La) 
a 
6 
* 
a} - - ° 
os ~ 
# to 
y 
. + r 


* . ; 
e i . * *. 
. % os 
, ae, z ‘ ‘\ : . ~ = 
- oF ra F dened : . _— ’ 
we Ae . . 4 
a so : 


1 i anaes 


FEDERAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT: MINNEAP OLIsS | FILE NO. MS 


REPORT MADE AT PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 


1/28/52 


: DATE WHEN 
MADE 


NEW YORK 1i/ 31/52 


| TITLE 


%S 


Oot | GAMBLING DEVICES 


| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: . Records of NRMC, 
Garden City, Ll 


g° PEN Y- | NY reviewed 
7 information se 
ef pein Te _ . out.. 7 


~ RUC - 


| DETAILS: . At Garden City, Long Island, New York. 
, [Fe Ot fon On January 28, 1952, the records of 
| the Naval Records Management Center 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, on August 29, °: 
1940, in the rank of Apprentice Seaman. 


Garden Cit 
The records show he was born on 
Minnesota. At’Great Lakes, Illinois, on December 


he was discharged with a Special Order Discharge by reason of 
physical defects. The diagnosis was L | 


» werd reviewed by SE 
and reflect that 

» Serial Number 
entered the military service at 


The ‘following additional pertinent 


oan information was reflected: gt ——- 
Lzgrn,-6 en 1/7 @ whe? /; br “a 

52 KUO ye” sim @ i 12 capt 

NronwARgeb:( uted Leder de ree Gace | 


- COP’ na | Del 
COPIES OF THIS REPORT . a 
mp Oa 7 Bureau (71-3129) AE mee, “iene 
7 “T+. Chicago (71-514) (Info.). . FEB UL 


t, l= Milwaukee (Info.)- 

e- Minneapolis (71-161) 

| 1- Omaha 1-206 (Info 

ai L- § pri ng hfe}, ( I 8 §ttn: 


\ + PROPERTY OF FBt_THIS CONFIDE nb REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI.AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 


\ I U. &, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 167 -§9255~1 


_ . CHARACTER OF CASE | | 
——__2—, was., ET AL INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION | 


b6 


DIC 


7 ! 
NY 71-711. 


[J address was reflected as[_] 
nn ie Minnesota. His mother's name was reflected 
as | 


There was no photograph available in. the records. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 


- 2 - 


NY 71-711 
ADMINISTRATIVE 


| Copies of this report are designated for information 
for the Chicago, Milwaukee, Omaha, and Springfield Offices 
on. Bureau instructions as set. out in Bureau letter to 
Minneapolis dated January 7, 1952. 


f REFERENCE 


7 


‘Bureau letter to Minneapolis, 1/7/52. 
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_ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ja 


: THis CASE ORIGINATED AT OMAHA | FILE NO. 


REPORT) MADE av 


DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 


MADE : 
MINNEAPOLIS 2/7/52 1/30/52 fT JDD 
| CHARACTER OF CASE | . 


b6 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION bic 
OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


was., ET AL 


4 | SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: | 


In regard to possibility of prosecuting Holly Sales 
“Company and Paster Distributing Company, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, for failure to register with Attorney 
'General, USA, St. Paul desires to be furnished with _ 
. °. opinion of USA, Chicago, regarding Como Manufacturing 
Company, Chicago, Illinois. 


- Pp - 


- PRGATLS| 


| | - As is noted in Minneapolis report, dated 1/7/52, 
the matter of whether the Paster Distributing Company and the 
“.-| Holly Sales Company not being registered with the Attorney 
‘) General was previously discussed with Mr. C. U. LANDRUM, United 
| States Attorney, St. Paul, Minnesota, and at that time he mentioned 
he was going to write to the Attorney General, Washington, D. C. 


: By letter dated 1/22/52 C. U. LANDRUM advised that 
. | he received a letter from the Attorney General giving his opinion 
|. with reta tears HRS wes tion of whether or not the so called 

FN | 
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"Hollycrane"™ machine is a gambling device as.defined by Public Law 


“906, and Mr. LANDRUM transmitted a copy of that opinion which is 
a letter dated 1/16/52, submitted by the Honorable Attorney General 


of the United States, and which is as’ follows. 


“With respect to the applicability of Public Law 
906 to mechanical dévices known as "Hollycranes", as you know, 
subsection (a) (2) of the first section of Public Law 906 
defines a gambling device as; 


"any machine or mechanical device designed 
and manufactured to operate. by means of 
insertion of a coin,. token, or similar object 
and designed and manufactured so that when 
operated it may deliver, as the result of the 
application of an element of chance, any °* 

_. Money or property." 


| | "Information received by the Department indicates that 
there are two types of "Hollycranes": 


"l, <A Free-Play Model, designed and manufactured to 
operate by insertion of a coin and designed and manufactured so 
that when operated it indicates only free games won as the 

result of an “application of an element of chance. 


| Ht | OA Merchandise Model, designed and manufactured to 
operate by means of insertion ‘of a coin and designed and 
manufactured so that when operated it may deliver property as 
“the. result of the application of an element of chance. 


ee "Ty connection with this matter, recently, representatives 
‘of the Como Manufacturing Company, Chicago, Illinois, advised 
this Division that the company has bolted shut the door on the 
- Merchandise machine itself so that, in the event a prize is 
' won .by a player the machine itself could not deliver the item won. 
| Instead, an attendant hands over to the winner a duplicate of 
_ the article. The Department is inclined to the view that a 
“Merchandise Model Hollycrane modified in this matter may be a 
"Gambling device within the scope of Public Law 906. 
| | "Regarding the information set forth in your letter, 
we are of the opinion that if a machine, as designed and manufactured, 
comes. within the purview of Public Law 906, the retention of the 
key to the pay out chute by a:manufacturer is not sufficient to 
_' take the machine outside the scope of the law. 


-~ 2 «= 
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mS | "Arter you have perused the views set forth herein, 
the Department would appreciate receiving your comments 
regarding the applicability of Public Law 906 to the 
Hollycrane machine which are being sent by ,the Como Manufacturing 
Company,. Chicago, Illinois, to the Hollycrane Sales Company, 
| ‘St. Paul, Minnesota. nt 


: In Mr. LANDRUM's letter, dated 1/22/52, he ¢ alled 
7 ‘attention. to the last paragraph of the Attorney General's letter, 
-- and he advised that he would be pleased to discuss the factual 
. Situation as to the machines referred to therein. 


: | On 1/30/52 agent contacted C. U. LANDRUM, United States 

Attorney, St. Paul, Minnesota, who advised that he has’ noted thats. 
‘some.of the reports submitted in instant case, especially the Albany 
report dated 12/5/51 reflects that apparently. the Como Manufacturing 
Company, Chicago, Illinois shipped "Hollyc#aine" machines to the Paster 
Distributing Company, 2218 University Avemue, St. Paul, Minnesota, 

and that several of these machines, apparently in the same original 
cartons were then re-shipped by the Holly Sales Company, 22 University 
| Avenue, St. Paul, to Brunett in Vermont. 


| Mr. LANDRUM also remarked that some of the previous 
| reports reflect that the Attorney General for the State of Minnesota 
has held that “Hollycrane" machine are legane 


Mr. LANDRUM advised that he was desirous of knowing 
whether or not the Como Manufacturing Company, Chicago, Illinois, 
was registered with the USA in Chicago, Illinois, and Mr. LANDRUM's 
attention was directed to a Chicago report, dated 1/1/52 in the 
case entitled, Como Manufacturing Company, Chicago, Illinois, INTERSTATE 
TRANSPORTATION OF GAMBLING DEVICES, which report discloses that on 
12/12/51 records of ‘the USA, Chicago, failed to reflect that the 
Como Manufacturing Company is registered. 


| : Mr. LANDRUM's attention was also directed to the fact 
that. ‘this report reflects that on December 5, 1951 AUSA JOSEPH E. 
TOBIN, Chicago, was going to study the general instructions issued 
by. the: Como Company, and after such study hewould render an opinion 
as to prosecutive action regarding the Manufacturing Company + 


Mr. LANDRUM advised that he would like to know what 
decision or opinion was rendered by the USA in Chicago, as to 
prosecutive action regarding the Como Manufacturing Company. 


~ 3 - 


Mr. LANDRUM advised that if he would authorize prose- 
cution in Federal Court in St. Paul against the Paster Distributing 
Company and the Holly Sales Company for either transporting “Hollycrane 
“machine or for failure to be registered with the Attorney General, 
that they could possibly bring in as good defense the fact that the 
Attorney General for the State of Minnesota has ruled that such 
machines are legal, and Mr. LANDRUM stated that if the USA at 
Chicago, Illinois has declined prosecution, that they no. doubt would 
make reference to that fact and accordingly it would be quite 
difficult for him to possibly obtain a conviction in Minnesota and 
for that reason he desires to be advised of the above request before 
giving a further opinion. 


ef 


The Cincinnati Office has advised by letter, dated 
1/2h/62, in the case entitled INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF GAMBLING 
DEVICES, that issues of Billboard Magazine from 1/1/L9 through 
/12/49° reflected that certain companies and individuals advertised 
gambling devices during that period. | 


7 “It is to be noted that the Mayflower Distributing 
Company, 2218 University Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, advertised 
on 11/L/50 and 12/23/50 regarding the following: 


Coin Machines 
Consoles and Slots 
Clover Bells © 
Bally Triple Bells 
Bonus Super .Bell 
Mills Jewel Bell 
Twin Bonus 

Super Bonus 

Bally Double Up 
Bally Wild Lemon 
Mills Black Cherry. 
Pace Chrome Front No. 47 
Pace & Star Chrome 


| : ‘The Paster Distributing. Company, 2606 W. Fond du Lac, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on 11/4/50 advertised regarding the following 
merchandise: 


Coin Machines 
Consoles and Slots 
Clover Bellis 


Mpls. 71-161 


Bally Triple Bells 
Bonus Super Bells 
Mills Jewel Bells 


- PENDING - 


Mpls. 71-161 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


The Springfield Office is being furnished with a 
copy of this report inasmuch as they are interested in instant 
investigation. | 


LEADS 


‘THE ALBANY DIVISION 
At Albany, New York 


Will submit a. report designating copies for the United 
States Attorneys, St. Paul, Minnesota, and Des Moines, Iowa, which 
should contain the latest developments and the disposition of the 
five "Hollycrane" machines which were seized in Vermont. 


THE CHICAGO DIVISION 


At Chicago, Illinois 


| Will refer -to Chicago File 71-580, entitled Como 

‘Manufacturing Company, Chicago, Illinois, INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION HE 
OF GAMBLING DEVICES, the report of SA Chicago, 4... 
dated 1/1/52, and if not already done, will recontact AUSA JOHN | 
E. TOBIN regarding his opinion. Submit results of that opinion not 
only in Chicaro file 71-580, but in lis tentho ]fite and designate 
copy for USA, St. Paul. _ 


THE MILWAUKEE DIVISION 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Will refer to Cincinnati Memo to Bureau dated: 1/2/52, 
entitled ITSMV, SURVEY, ITGD, and unless already done, will conduct 
inquiries concerning the Paster Distributing Company, 2606 West 


Fond du Lac, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. a 


THE MINNEAPOLIS’ DIVISION 


At St. Paul, Minnesota 


— | Upon receipt of a report from the Chicago Office reflect- 
ing recontact with AUSA, Chicago, will recontact C. U. LANDRUM, USA, 


~- 6 «= 
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St. Paul, rélative to his prosecuting Paster, Distributing Company and 
Holly Sales Company. 


At Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Will continue to report results of additional investi- 


gation and. continue to report other general information which is 
received concerning instant investigation. 


REFERENCE: 


Report of SAL dated 1/7/52, at | 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. be 


Report of SAL; dated 1/14/52 at 


Chicago, Illinois, entitled Como Manufacturing 
Company of Chicago, Illinois, ITGD, (Chicago file 71- -580) 
(Minneapolis file (71-226) 
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Office Memorandum © UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


ag 


TO :  —- Director, : FBI (71-3129) | DATE: 2/18/52 
‘FROM: WH. Sac. Mined olis (71-161) | | 


SUBJECT: _ was; 
-ET AL; ITGD. 


Re: New Orleans teletype, February 11, 1952. 
Our teletype » February 12, 1952. 


On February 12, 1982, [ , potential criminal in- 
formant, St. Paul, Minnesota, advised that the Mayflower Distributing Com- 
pany, et al, have no favorite.companies to make shipments and that they give \ 
business to all, thereby making it necessary to cmtact many companies in 
the Twin Cities to determine who might ship the parts to New Orleans, as 
is set forth in their teletype dated February 11, 1952. 


7 [ds further advised that although HERMAN PASTER has promised 
him on numerous occasions to make him he has not yet 


done so although he stated just recently someone at the Paster Distributing ~~ 6 
Company told him that PASTER wanted to see him after his return fron Florida. ion 
advised that in the next day or two he will make a visit to the : 


Paster Distributing Company and, if possible, will endeavor to obtain some 
information regarding the above mentioned parts shipment without he himself 
making any open inquiries. | 

| further stated that every now and then he visits the 
Paster Distributing Company and that he has noted during the past several 
months that everyone out there seems to be very "tozy'" and seems to be 


suspicious of each other and no one seems to have anything to say. : Z3.o 
L 


| | | further remarked that during the past winter carniva 
. py St.. Paul WALTER MONSON attended one of the old time square dances and 

| /apparently had a few extra drinks; that at this time JOHNSON remarked that 
is fed up with his job and expressed dislike for the Paster Distributing . 
Company. [ __————séd| remarked, however, that he was very doubtful whether / 
JOHNSON would cooperate with the FBI if openly contacted for the reason aad 
that JOHNSON has taken care of their books for so many years that he 
himself no doubt is involved very deeply with HSRMAN PASTER, et al. 

did not believe that JOHNSON would be in a position to cooperate. 
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CHICAGO, ILLINOIS | 
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CHARACTERS » 


7 INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
was. Etal OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


Recérds of slot machine shipments to HERMAN | 
““PASTER, St. Paul, Minnesota; VFW Club Post 39Th; 
Charles City, ‘Towa; and Lowa Falls Elks. 

Club, by Bally Manufacturing Company; 0. D. 


5) 27> %, . Jennings Company, and Milis Industries, all- 
| S of Chicago, set out. | —_ | IR- =6 
- RUC - | 4 G 
: a | i | Ee 
DETATLS: | AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


: Bally Manufacturing Company, 26u0 


; | West Belmont Avenue, advised that the last - 
4 Shipment made by his company to HERMAN _ | 
—KrasteR_at St. Paul, Minnesota, occurred on [32 
Niaeenuc. 19, 1950 at which time seven Triple ; 
Draw Bells were shipped to the MayfLower = 


ae _ Distributing Company, 2218 University 
| _ . Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota. 


These machines bore serial numbers 1208; 
LeOSs 12133 1230512333 1235 and 1230.2 
According to[L______] these machines were 
_ Shipped via the ABC Freight Forwarding 
\ | Corporation, cee West Roosevelt Road, and 
| were shipped on invoice number 1365 dated — 
UUPIES DESTROYpD °° oP eo” 13; 1950. 
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[_—siJadvised that at the time of this shipment, the 
company was unloading, in view of the fact that it was 
apparent that such shipments would soon be outlawed. The 
following list of eighteen console flat-top slot machines 
were shipped to the Mayflower Distributing Company on 
December 12, 19508 


1061 . : 1209 


1068 121 
1069 | 1218 
1070 , 12el 
1071 | 1222 
1073. CO 7 1223 
LO 7 — 1226 © 
L204, | 4229 
1206 1231. - 
b7Cc 


[stated that these above listed ‘eighteen. machines. 


would list price for $995 each. 


Bell- O-Matic Corporation, , 
100 West Fullerton Avenue, advised that only one slot. 


machine is recorded in his records as having been shipped 
to Iowa Falls Elks Club. [-__] stated that no serial 
number is available on this machine which he described as 
a 25¢ Golden-¥alls shipped on April 17, 197, C,0.D. to 
of the Elks Club. 


Cee eCCCCC is Dy Jennings 
Coupany, advised that his records reflected the shipment 


of five slot machines purchased on August 12, 197 by the. 
VFW Club,Post 3914, Charles City, Iowa. These machines 
were shipped to 309 First Avenue, Charles City, Iowa. 

I 


[L____]Jstated that ‘two of these machines were 5¢ Standard 


Chiefs, serial number 116384, and 116589. Also shipped 
were two 10¢ Standard Chiefs, serial numbers 167065 and 
167130, together with one 25¢ Standard Chief, serial number 
166631. [] stated that these machines were shipped 

via the Takin Brothers Motor Freight company: with $1,2le. 10 
balance, C.0.D. 
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Report of SA [........_]dated November 29, 
1951 at Minneapolis, Minnesota. a :  b6 
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sunyecr: Bs: ASTER DISTRIBUTING COMPANY: re 
7 MAYFLOWER DISTRIBUTING COMPANY: rn: 
- INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION’ OF . pa 
_— : "GAMBLING DEVICES ..- 0. > a 
aentay Dat Gf Fairmont, “Mian: a potential ‘eriminal- 
- ‘informent of the Minneapolis Office: who | was originally. contacted eS. 
Sat Mason City, Ia. d SA » Fecently t transferred too + 
«800, eanigea SAL Jas foliose 


& a 


oa — said that he has recently learned | through a source ‘in st. Paul, 
Minn,, which he did not divélge, that practically all of. the ‘slot . 

_ _ ~‘machines believed'to have been purchased by one or “both of: the above - 

co companies have been going to Florida from whence they are reportedly: 
te, . going out by boat to’ Cuba for redistribution to various Latin. American 
countries. [_ }said-he. could not develop any information’ concerning -’ 
the: marshaling point in Florida where such slot machines might be as-. 
- sembled but he believes. that he inay be able>to develop additional ine - 
_ formation. on that, point if given @ little time. Hé indicated that he 
“would be willing to abide by any . suggestion’ that the Bureau'might have 
to offer in directing bis efforts. to 00s n addi tional information. ‘ bé 

h, _ . . pIC 
a Co went | ‘on to: “state that one el | 
former residents of the Minneepolis“st.Peul TOR, ere How § Pus i 


. 
lal 


Bash Distributing Co. is ‘allegedly opérated ‘by __ 
oe, stated to be the distributor for Wurlitzer machines thto' 
~.'¢  agiwell as some of the Southeastern states. 7 | 

"As "the while[ jis eal ——sdiy’. He is of ‘the opinion 

' that might be induced to disclose whatever information | he might 

shave concerning any: relationship which captioned companies might have 

“to the Bush Company ,* which night be within the purvi ew_ of ‘the Buresuls 

interests end.responsibilities under Public Lew 906... (Jeeta that 

ee, is a. heavy. drinker. and has a tendency to ‘divulge confidentiel 
information when under the influence of Liquor. © 
| | pointed out. shat [ end ——] are all friends of ERAN . 
“WE PASTHR |. who? “hes | “been ' in Miemi, Fla.: during the’ past month or so, CLi_T 
{TIS of ‘the: ‘opinion’ ‘that. none of the ‘above three men would voluntarily 
and knowingly “cooperate - with ‘the Bureau, but suggested - that if infor—_ 
mants ere: “evetLable, $0 ‘the Bureau in the Miami; eres, who are in position . 
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DIRECTOR, FBI ee 2/18/52 


to obtein information concerning the matters of pertinent interest, | 
that such informants might be able to cultivate them, or one of then, 
particularly[_ | to divulge the marshal ing point or points for 
Slot nachines in Florida, 


Co reliability is unknown to the Omeha Office, however, he eppears 
to be cooperative and emphasized that he has it from a reliable source 
that the bulk of any slot machines owned by the above companies or other 
interests owned or controlled by HERMAN PASTER of St. Paul, Minn. are 

located s onewhere in Florida, | 


For the information of the Miami office. the Paster Distributing Co. and 
Meyflower Distributing Co, have their headauarters in St. Paul, Minn, 
These companies are considered to be among the largest. dealers in the 
United States in the coin operated machine field and have, in the past, 
not only acted as dealers, but have also been manufacturers and. (re-. 
conditioners of ‘Slot machines, | os . 


‘The Omaha Office 1s: the ‘office of origin in the case entitled Cc 
[Ss was.; Bt Al; ITOGD", Bufile 71-3129, Minneapolis file 71-161. 

In connection with that and other. investigations, 2 substential emount of 
information has been developed by the Minnespolis Office and other offices 7 
which would tend to indicate that there is a strong possibility that the bIC 
ebove companies, or other interests controlled by HERMAN PASTER, have been j4,, 
engaged in illegal traffic in slot machines and other types of devices which 
fall within the purview of Public Lew 906. 
It is svegested that the Minneapolis Office furnish to the Miami Office 

@ sufficient general background of such suspected operétions and also such 
additional information as might be considered of interest or value_to the 
. Miamt Office in connection with the above information supplied by. 


- At the time ef receiving the above informetion; sl] advised] 
that he was being transferred from the Omeha Division and would no longer 
be in position to receive information from him, and that[_|could supply 
any further information which might come to his attention to ‘the Minneepolis 

Office. . 


i 


& 


The Omaha office 4s opening e file captioned per the. title of this letter, 
into which will be reported all subsequently received information con. 
cerning the activities of those compenies, and their employees or represen- 
tatives, which does not appear to have specific relevance to the above : 
‘titled case. 


It is ‘suggested that the Minneapolis Office do likey LE 2d, 00, 
be origin in such case, this for the reason that the Minneapolie Office 
r @ Headqua of both companies, the residences of their owners, 
executives,- and employees, and would appear to be in much better position to. 
coordinate and direct investigations which generally concern those establish 
ments and- their activities. ; 
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DIRECTOR, FBI = 2/18/52 


| bé 
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A. Prosecutive Sumeary in the above[__| case is presently being prepared 

by the Omaha Office, in the process of which information pertaining directly 

to that case will be'set forth in that report, remeining material in that 


file concerning captioned companies to be placed in the file being opened 
as above~indicated, UACB. 
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am TICE Memorandum © UNITED Stlicsxcico~-GOVERNMENT 
prREcror;. PAT (71-3129) | DATE: February 25, 1952 
oe, : SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (71-161) - | 
SUBJECT: ' was., ET AL 


ITOGD ~ 


Reourlet 12/17/51 to Bureau setting forth reasons why 
a separate file should be opened au setting forth reasons, why 
would contain the prosecutive summary report and subsequent 
reports, and that the title be. changed. in the now mentioned 
case and.that there be placed therein additional in- 
formation which will. be developed concerning the Paster 
Distributing Company, ET AL. 


Omaha rege cae Minneapolis and Mi 
2/18/52 is entitlea&fPASTER DISTRIBUTING COMPANY+4 
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION, OF GAMBLING 

a DEVICES, which lettér reflects that the Omaha Office is 

_ opening a new file captioned as above, into which will be 
incorporated all additional information concerning the 
activities of those companies and they request that the 
Minneapolis Office do likewise. . 


It might be mentioned that instant[]case in this 
Office consists of five volumes which volumes contain detailed 
background data concerning the Paster Distributing Company, HT AL. 


If -this Office opens a new case in accordance with 
Omaha letter dated 2/18/52 entitled Paster Distributing Company; 
Mayflower Distributing Company, ITOGD, that means that this 
Office will have in fact two files relating to the Paster 
Distributing Company, ET AL, and it will be noted that reference 
will then have to be made to the five old volumes which are 
now entitied[—S—‘<Ct”!”™”™”™”™C™*™*”*é«~&é;<C<S Nas. ET AL, ITOGD, Minneapolis 
file 71-161. : : | 


As is mentioned in our letter of 12/16/51, it was 
suggested that the Omaha Office open a new file on 
4 It is still believed that a separate file should be 
opened for[ | for the reason that as soon as he is prosecuted 
this cassiwill no: doubt: be closed where as activities of the 
Paster Distributing Company will no doubt be. under investigation 
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Since the opening of the[__] case there has. been 
placed therein.copies of Federal Income Tax Returns of Paster 
Distributing Company, ET AL, including reports relative to. 
the Mayflower Distributing Company submitting inventories 
to the Attorney General's Office and so forth. By opening 
a new separate file for the Paster Distributing Company, ET AL, 


this Office will then in fact have two separate and distinct 


files leading to the same subject matter. 


The above mentioned Omaha Letter, dated 2/18/52, is 
therefore being placed in instant[|]file and Bureau advice. 
and suggestions are desired as to how this matter Should be 
handled. 


In regard to the Miami Office, it might be stated that 
that Office has numerous other files containing other reports 
that contain background data concerning HERMAN PASTER and his 
close associate SAMUEL TARAN, who now resides in Florida.’ 


| If the Miami Office receives any information relating 
to HERMAN PASTER and: his associates the same should be 
immediately .furnished to the Bureau and offices receiving copies 
of this communication. 
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pirector, FBI (71-3129) DATE: February 26, 1952 


SAC, New York’ (71-711) 
“SUBJECT: 


ITOGD 7 
? D _ Rebumemo 2/8/52. 
ve | Submitted herewith is an additional copy of the report 
_ of SA dated 31/52 at NYC. | 
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4 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 


Form No, 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 
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REPORT MADE AT . DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE | REPORT MADE BY 
: MAD 


2/20/52. | —~d’SCOMCE crm 
iNiERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
_OF GAMBLING DEVICES. 


a 7 
| | a b7C 
SY NOPSIS OF FACTS: | - - . 
Joe ff All. inventories and correspondence con- 

aoe hae cerning Mayflower Distributing Company, 

4-29-S2 St. Paul, Minnesota, being transmitted 

| (\ herewith. | 


? 


--~ RUC ---~ 


DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


[__”7 Of ficial Registrar of Records, 
Room 3524, United States Department of Justice, produced the 
Attorney General file concerning the Mayflower Distributing 
Company. The entire file concerning all inventories and 
correspondence both received by the Attorney General and trans- 
mitted by the Attorney General has been photestated and is 
being transmitted herewith. 


ENCLOSURE: 


TO OMAHA: 


Photostatic copy of Attorney General file concerning 
Mayflower Distributing Company, ‘St. Paul, Minnesota. 


--- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN a 
COPIES DESTROYED 


86 AUG VS, Jp8: yy, ot ut neste | _ 
FORWARDED: Tl. 7 . 2, - » (4 DAE Sane I. . . DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES | 
) ap Wu ; _— 
Eve” a oF 


COPIES OF THIS RE | OW: | “Tord rfp) 
3) - Bureau (71-312 ERS se 03 5 39 ey | 
3; = Omaha (73 B6) (Enea 9). orareyow i” of Zz 
(1-USA, Omaha earneet € y t 
2 ~ Washington Field aan ve Ak 
VA. 
Treen iy Tada Silene AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU.BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
N T LOAN . Eees | 


tr ou.s. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—-59255-1 


oil 
a 


_™ : i NN? 
ee we . + 


eo ' ok f 


WFO 71-247 Oe | 


* 


f ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
-- REFERENCE: a 


™~ 
~ 


a 
7 
~ 
a 
= f = 
-_ 
. a .* - 
_ 

a 

a 
- . 

+ 

. t 
~ 
* - . 
' ”~ 
% . Tote 
~ . Boe ~ wo et 
re) 7" . 
4 Braue on feet 
- a 


Omaha letter to Bureau dated February 15, 1952. 
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*° FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FORM No. 1 . 
FILE NO. 


TH 


IS CASE ORIGINATED AT OMAHA 


) REPORT MADE AT man WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 
MINNEAPOLIS — : 2/27/62 2/12,31/52 es ee 
TITLE y ; | CHARACTER OF CASE 
er | oo was.e, ET AL INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
: OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
U.S. Attorney St. Paul, Minn. advises that 


ec J "buttons" do not come within purview of 
: Public Law 906 and declines prosecution. 
| 2-9-5>A - Additional background data obtained re- - 
3 : garding past activities of HERMAN PASTER, 
ope 7 b6 
: b7¢ 


DEST? 


Vu. 


ROYVEN 


IETATIIS ¢ - The New Orleans Office advised by teletype dated 
February 11, 1952, that the Mayflower Distributing 
Company would ship some parts within the next few 
| days to New Orleans, Louisiana, and that the parts 
consist of "buttons" which will convert Hollycrane 
machines to a free play machine; that HERMAN PASTER, with Mayflower 
Distributing Company, then intended to have the machines shipped 
from New Orleans, Louisiana to Canada and has obtained an ex» ort 


permit for the machines. sy 


Minneapolis letter dated February 18, 1952, reflects that a po- 
tential criminal informant mentioned therein advised that the 
Mayflower Distributing Company, et al, have no favorite companies 
to make shipments, and that they give business to all, thereby 
making it necessary to contact many companies in the twin cities 
to determine who might ship the parts to New rleans. 


sot OE ELE Railway Express Agency, St. Paul, Min- 
nesota, CHdar 7/751, advised that he would endeavor to locate this 


shipment if at all possible and that he would be on the lookout 
for the next week, and up to the present time no information has 17 
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The writer and SAL ion February 12, 1952, 
discussed the above facts with Cc, U. LANDRUM, U. S. Attorney, 
St. Paul, Minnesota, who stated in his opinion the "buttons" re- 
ferred to do not come within the purview of Public Law 906 and 
he declined prosécution. 


The New Orleans Office advised by teletype dated February 13, 
1952, that the U, S. Attorney at New Yrleans, Louisiana, likewise 


declined prosecution. 


The Milwaukee report dated January 12, 1952, reflects thee [—— 

on February 15, 1951, telephoned 
Minneapolis. and that HERMAN PASTER - on February 21, 1951, telephone 
EMerson 6900, : | b6 

| | b7c 

The December, 1951 Minneapolis Telephone Directory lists[> 

as diving at and BS having 
telephone number a, 


The June, 1951, St. Paul telephone directory lists HERMAY PASTER 
as living at 1752 Pinehurst Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, and as 
having telephone number EMerson.6900. 


The Minneapolis report dated January 7, 1952, reflects that 


YESRMAN PASTER and his crowd have been delivering some pinball 


machines to Dave's Distributing Company, 1815 Riverside Avenue, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


Minnea olis Credit Bureau, Minneapolis, Minnesota — 

advised SE that Davets Distributing Company, 1815 

Riverside Avenue paid prorptiy and had a high credit rating. - bh? 
| b7D 


Confidential Informant[ | of known reliability, advised SE 
a 


they had no record for Davets Distributing Company 


[auditing Department, First National Bank, Sth 
and Marquette, Minneapolis, Minnesota, advised that the official 


who could produce pertinent records mentioned in Minneapolis 


report dated January 17, 1952, was. 
and © 


Instant file also contains information relative to the Progress 


Finance Company, 2218 University Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, | 


filing a U. S. Corporation Income Tax Return for the period 
July 1, 1950, until June 30, 1951. The above company reported 
they were incorporated June 16, 19417 in Minnesota and their — 


principal business activity is contract financing. W, D, JOHNSON 
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was listed as treasurer, 


As a result of information appearing in this file, the Bureau was 
advised that separate cases were opened regarding the Apex: 


Distributing Company, Fargo, Nofth Dakota, and regarding 


In a recent interview witn[> Cd 
the Black Hills Novelty Company, Deadwood, South Dakota, by 


Saf _d, he voluntarily furnished the following infor- 
mation concerning the Paster Pistrivuting Company, 2218 Universi ty 


' Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, 


advised that PASTER owned two companies, the Paster Dis-_ 


“‘Epibuting Company and the Mayflower Distributing Company, address 


unknown... He further stated that PASTER was formerly associated 
with SAM TARAN, who according to rumor is now operating out of 
Miami,.Florida,. | _ bé 
| : ne Wi6 
stated that during the recent war, PASTER had 15 or 20 
men assembling Mills Slot Machines as the manufacturing .company 
in Chicago was working on war contracts. PASTER, according to 
was charging as high as $700 or $800 for each of these 
machines and was selling them to places as far west as Nevada 
Since there were no other machines on the market at thet time. 


“He further added that he believed that PASTER owns half of the 


Hollycrane Manufacturing Company, Chicago, Jllinois, manufacturers 
of Hollycrane and Rotary Digger Machines. advised that 
PASTER had a cousin in Minneapolis or St. Paul, but could not 
furnish his name. 


— stated that PASTER would let a small operator have 
15,000 or $20,000 worth of equipment and take a mortgage on it 
in order to enable the small operator to close out his competitior 
PASTER would then let the small operator get two or three payments 
behind and then foreclose if the payments could not be met. 
stated PASTER had taken over many small places this wa 
and is now reportedly worth well over one-million dollars. 
said that PASTER is about to close out 


home and handles juke boxes, slot machines ‘ahem | he can not them) 
and pinball machines... 


A separate investigative file has been opened on[ 
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The Bureau, Omaha and other offices were advised by letter 
dated February 13, 1952, that has been 
mentioned in connection with the case entitled 


alias[__} ITOGD - CONSPIRACY. 


- PENDING «+ 
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The Chicago, Milwaukee and Springfield Offices are being furnished 
copies of this report for information purposes inasmuch as they 
are all interested in the investigation of this case, 


LEADS 


NEW ORLEANS OFFICE 


AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 


Will incorporate in 4 report information appearing 
in’ ‘Mew Orleans teletypé to Minneapolis dated February 11, 1952, 
and New Orleans teletype dated February 12,1952, regarding 


buttons", 


MINNEAPOLIS OFFICE 


AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA: 


Will continue to report additional information which 


is received or developed concerning subject. 


Will incorporate into a subsequent report additional 
information which is presently being obtained from Minneapolis 


Telephone Company regarding Dave's Distributing Company, 1815 


Riverside Avenue, ATlantic 5321, as appears in Minneapolis report 
dated. January 7, 1952. 


INFORMANT - . 
— —— REFERENCE | BID 
Report of SA dated January 7; 192 at Minneapoli 
Report of SA dated February 7, 1952 at ‘Minneapol j | 
| b6 


Report of sa[S~*~*~*~*éi ated January 12, 1952 at Milwaukee. b7C ° 


Omaha letter to Bureau dated February 1S, 1952. 


Minneapolis memo to Omaha dated February 21, 1952. 
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Ss. .* 
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a7 Reuriet 215-52. ’ 
r : 


You requested that you be advised of sny successfal 
prosecutions which have been obteined in casos based on similar 
facts as this case. To date no contested case has been noted by 

‘the Burseu which hea ea ainilar set of circumstnonces to this case. 


it is suggented thet the U. &. Attorney may deailre to communi- 
cate with the Devertment If quastions rexzarding any procedure ar 
interpretations of the ITTOGD statute are dcdasired. 


SY 
fh sumuary report in this investigation should be lnmediately 
prepared by the Omaha Office and eoples of this report should be 
deslonated for the Minneapolis Division. a 


ce: Minneapolis (71-161) 
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~ Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


SUBJECT: 


ce 


= 


: Director, FBI - (risnzs) DATE: 201552 
: SAC, Omaha 


(T1006) | 
Wase, ET AL. 


Remylet 12«7«51. a a 
AUSA OLOID I. LEVEL, Southern District of Iowa, Des Moines, Iowa,’ : 


advised on 2«1)—52 that a Special Grand Jury for the court of the 
above district will be convened om or about 3<10052 for the specific 
purpose of investigating gambling, racketeering and related mtters. 
He has said that it is probable that this case will be presented to 
the GJ on the basis. of the transportation of slot mohines purchased 

and ¢ R frem Americafi legion Post #26, Davenport, Lowa, 
and transported by them to Rock I#land, Illinois, from Davenport on 
or about 32<51. 


Mr. LEVEL has requested that a prosecitive summary neport be available — 


_ to him by 3-3-52 in order that he may have sufficient time in which 


received from PASTER demanding 


to select ami subpoena such witnesses as my appear to be necessary. 
Preparation of this summary report has been commenced by the Omha 
Office. | 


Mr. LEVEL indicated that he is still reserving opinion as to prosecu~ 
tion of HERMAN? PASTER under the General Conspiracy Statute and probably 
will not reach a conclusion on this matter wtil he has had an op- 

ortwmity to review the prosecutive sumuary report. It is noted that 

has still been mable to locate the letter which he 

preferred attention to the 
lining up of slot machines in Iowa for purchase by the PASTER interests 
and that[__—=sdi iss strongly of the opinion that he probably destroyed 
the letter shortly after its receipt by hin. | 


Mr. LEVEL has suggested that the Bureau advise the Omaha Office of any 
cases boStomed upm facts similar to those involved in instant case 
where successful prosecution was had, this in order that he might 


the ‘following investigation ‘and submit the results thereof to reach ¢! thé | 


Cmaha Office not later than 2025652. in order to ‘permit: the inclusion of 
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OM 7162056 | 
the information developed in the prosecutbive summary report. 


The attention of the Chicago Office is directed to the fact that 
investigation previously conducted by the Springfield end Owaha 
Offices reflect that included in the quantity of slot machines sold 
by American Legion Post #26, Davenport, Iowa, to and GARDNER 
on 3a15-2051 were the followings 


1 Mills Sé Black Beauty (0&0) SN 574227 
1 Mille 25¢ Black Beauty (0&0) SN 568222" 
1 Mills 5¢ Black Beauty SN 5678688 

1 Mills 10¢ Black Beauty SN 568063 | 


It is further noted that in inventories filed with the Attorney General ; 
mder Public Law 906 the Mayflower Distributing Company_of Ste Paul, 
~Hinnescta, has reflected ‘ontership ani possession of the ) followings ™~ 


1 Mills S¢ Blue Bell SW S7h227 
1 Mille 25¢ Blue Bell SN 568221 
1 Mille S¢ Blue Bell SN 567588 
1 Mills 10¢ Bluse Bell SN 568063 


It is believed,’ but mestablished, that the fow above mentioned Black 
Beauty machines are prebably identical with the four above mentimed Blue 
Bell machines, inasmuch as cther machines known to have been sold by 
gaia Legion Post. to[_—i| and GARDNER have been reflected in the same 

| ayf lower Distributing Company. In thie connection it 
is requested that the Chicago Office contact on (appropriate qualified 


the wane Bertel’ ausber in ‘each classification are not the same and 
identical machines in each case. In caomtacting this official, it is 
suggested that a specific statement be elicited from him to the effect 
that no two Milis machines, regardless of "type » weuld bear the same 
serial nusber. | _ 


It is farther requested that an appropriate official of the same company: 
be requested to verify from sales records of that concern the fact that 
the following Malis. MSL shines were sold by the Automatic Coin Machine and 
Supply Company to the Gardner . ompany | 
Isiand,.Tlinois. In this ‘connection it is noted that the records of the 
Gardner Music Company reflect sale of 811 these machines to the above 
American Legion Post, and that investigatim reflects these machines 
would necessarily have | been included in the 28 machines sold by that Post 
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Cl 71206. | 
tol Jana GARINEN’ én-er about 3 


L or > 2aSL In the event that it 


may be of assistance in covwring this lead, it ia noted that the records 


of tha GARINER’ Music Company indicate that these machines were purchased 
new ‘from the Automatic Coin Nachine and Supply Company and that they 
were sold to the above Legion Post in chronological order as they appear 
in the following list, the first being mder date of S«219)6 and the 
Last sale being dated 10418+49.,: The list of such machines is as follews: 


Manfze © - Byps Denoxination Serial No. 
Mills Jewel Bed S¢ 
Millis - Jewel Bell . 25¢ 
Milis Jewel Bell | 5¢ 
‘Willis — Jewel: ell S¢ 
Wills Jewel Bell 25¢ 
 MAlis Jewel, Bell - 10¢ 
 Wilis Jewel Bell 25¢ 
Millis ‘Jewel Bell S¢ 
Mills. Bones = 25¢ 
Millis Black Gold 5¢ 
. Wlis Flack Gold ——« 16¢ 
- Wills , . Black Beauty 5¢ 
° % Wilds ' Black Beauty — 10¢ 
> JRL . Black Beauty) 2s¢ 
.  * MEDI Black Beauty | 28¢ 
Millis Black, Beauty &é 
Milic - Black! Beauty ; 5¢. 


the Chicago Office is requested to advise the identity and address of 
the official of the Automatic Coin Machine and Supply Company who can 
testify to and produce docusents concerning such . information as is 


7 developed in connection with above requests. 


the: Minneapolis Office is requested to contact appropriate | officials of 
the First National ‘Bank, Minneapolis, Minnesota, to ascertain the name 
of. the official who could produce the pertinent records of that bark 
mentioned in the report of SAL} lnl?=52, Minneapolis, 
and who would testify in rélation thereto if it is determined that a | 
subpoena duces teoum should be issued for said records. . 


The Springfield Office is requested to advise the name of the official 
who- would preduos the records and Recerdac film or photograph of the 
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Cl 71=206 

vs Rock -Island, Tllinofs,. relating 
to the check given. b; mentioned. in the . 
report ef SA 22eleS51, Springfield, in the event 
-that it may be desired that a. etbpoena duces tecum be issued for 
such bank ‘records « 


Rock Leland Bank ‘and Trust € 


The Springfield orrice is also requested to ascertain discreetly the ’ 


identities of the person, or persons, interested in the ownership 


end operation af the Quad-City Amusement Company, 319 » 20th Street, . 


Rock Island, Tllinois, as. of 31-51, it being noted that a telephone 
call was made from the home of IeClaire, Towa, 
to the telephone of that company on that date, which call. might be 
pertinent to this case. °° ..j 


7+ 


The Washington Field Office is requested to procure and furnish to the 


OQmha Office authenticated. copies of all inventories filed with the 


UW. S. Department of Juatice or the Attomey General of the United States 


by the Mayflower Dietributing Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, within 


the purview of Public Law 906, and also to procure and furnish certified 
eopies of ail letters from said company which may be found in connection 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: March 7, 1952: 


My In| 


SAC, Minrieapoly/s (ES 


- UNITED STATES NAVALCATROMTATION _ 


OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


Bureau letter dated February 11, 1952 entitled 
NINTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF GAMBLING DEVICES, 
| MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION" (71-157-20), reflects 

that each military installation possessing gambling 
devices prior to January 2, 1951, as a part of 

its Officers! €lubs, Non- Commissioned Officers! 
Glubs, should be contacted and information obtained 
as to the identity of the individual or company 
purchasing the gambling device. 


This letter further reflects that the identifying 
data concerning each device sold, including the 
serial number, should be obtained. The purchasers 
of these machines should be checked to determine 
what disposition has been made by them of the 
device. 


The Pending case entitled "SURVEY OF GAMBLING DEVICES 
ON WHICH:G150 TAX WAS PAID TO COLLECTOR OF INTERNAL 
REVENUE, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA; ITOGD" (71-183), as 
well as the case entitled CRIME AND VICE CONDITIONS 
IN RURAL MINNESOTA" (94-102), contains two cards | 
which were previously received from the Collector of 
Internal Revenue which relate to individuals and 

firms who paid the federal. tax on coin, operated 
gaming - devices. | 


officers Mess / Open / Naval Air Station, Minneapolis, 
é |] Minnésdlta; paid tax bn July, 1950 on four coin operate 
gaming” ‘dévices and received Stamp No. 2311. 


be one of . these cards reflects that the Chief Petty \ 


weThe .other card reflects that the Commissioned Officers 
“Mess, United States Naval Air Station, Minneapolis, ; 
Minnesota, in July, 1950 paid tax on eight coin operatet 
- gaming devices and at, SI bamp No. 6883, 
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Memo, Diréctor, FBI Re: U.S. NAVAL AIR STATION 3/7/52 
-_ f MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
[TOGD 


These two cards have been transferred from Minneapolis ' 
File 94-102 and are being placed in instant file for future 
reference. 


The above captioned case is being opened as a result 
of this information, and appropriate investigation will be. { 
conducted in accordance with Bureau instructions appearing in / 
Bureau letter dated February 11, 1952 with two enclosures as 
well as in my memo to all Agents dated February 29, 1952. 
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wi ., boxes' to various juke box operators in the, vicinity and” 


oe ‘all available stot machines.” 
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" Remylet 2/18/52. captioned" PASTER ‘DISTRIBUTING COMPANY; ” ee 
MAYFLOWER. DISTRIBUTING ‘COMPANY: <TTOGD". ye ER 


‘on 2/25/52, 0 —_ ——___— res 
was interviewed, at.which time she stated that. she prefers oe 
‘that she be. regarded as a’ confidential: informant: and that <° »6~ 


coe - her identity, .together with the fact. that she is’ furnishing-~ p7c - 


any information. in. this’ matter, beskept. strictly. confidens “b7D 
a tial. Pe | aire cnt re ee 


Sob ue : v po , * 
~ a a ee i! . a ’ 


RS a, oot Los * ™- 


said. she is a ‘poor- ‘Hana at. reménberiig dates’ 


’ it aha cannot even: ‘recall. :with | certainty the | month; ‘during oe -— 


y 


which, any ot the letters referred” to her transpired: a 


red 


4 


‘She’ said: ‘that: ‘during. the. fall ‘of. 1980" and’ the.tinter of 
'» 1950- ~19525 up. to. sometime during: "March, 1951, 
7 san: employee: of the’ captioned companies and | 
| of. HERMANS | 
., <Anterest in. both: companies, ‘made. frequent trips to. the oy 
yo ‘Davenport, Ta, area in connection with the sale of juke. 


an for the: ‘further purpose of collecting aecourts | receivable cS 
er from customer's of captioned, ‘companies, » oa tt va S re 


” 


" -  k 
ek wy ; r Lo 
: * : Lot . 
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ite early. as. during the - late ‘fall. of sig ae 
| ‘rather: prolifically :about’ ‘the interest of the above \com-:,,, 
— “panies and’ -: HERMAN PASTER, in procur ng 


toons sort of. conversation was: ‘of no “interest. "whatsoever. ‘to her 


“To oR" Jand, for “this reason, shel.paidy scant. attention, resulting . : 
Baer See 2 in her inability to give ‘more’ specific détails at-this time... 


ee note “She | “stated, however ,, that ‘she. was positive’ that on several 
pe AS, occasions, Subseqtient: to’ 1/2/ere bo |nade Statements in of 4 
i ma cher: presénce® Which indicated that. theabove ‘gompanies were. 0° 
a trafficking in: ‘slot: whachinés.. on: a, large. ‘scale. and she re- °«.. - 
eos: eet ved:: ‘the impréssion. that the. wachines: were being mare Me | 
a shalled. at. ,the “headquarters. of these companies 5. which is in yo. 
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DIRECTOR, FBT = is os 3/6/52 


St. Paul, Minn., and from there shipped by truck to distant 
points in a very clandestine manner. Bhe. also recalled 

having stated, probably during February or March, 1951, that 
until recently, HERMAN PASTER and the above companies had 
been utilizing the services and equipment of some independent 
trucker in or near St, Paul, Minn., for the::purpose of trans-~- 
porting machines sold by captioned companies to unidentified . 
purchasers outside the state of Minnesota... She further re- 
called that[ _|stated that they were now. compelled to. 
haul their own machines, as the trucker whom they had -formerly 
employed. had learned that he was actually transporting slot 
machines and had thereafter refused to do any more hauling, 
because of his fear of involvement in criminal proceedings. 


In conclusien,[ | stated that |mentioned the 
names of states and perhaps cities which he identified at the | 
time as the points to which the above machines were being | 
transported, She stated thatshe is positive also that he 
mentioned New Orleans, La. as one. of such destinations. She 
is not certain, but she believes that he also used the phrase 
"upstate New York" and may have mentioned the state of Ari- 
zona. She seems to recall, however, that he indicated that 

the bulk of the machines were going to New Orleans. She is 


positive that this particular conversation transpired subse- 6 


quent to 1/2/51 and that[___] at the time, indicated, that b7C 
such operations were then current, 7 _ _ : 


, furnished the following 


said that during February, 1951, he had occasion to 
be.in St. Paul, Minn, and dropped in at the headquarters of 
theabove companies, which are located in a building occupied 
solely by those concerns and located on University Avenue. 


Leas Eo snow nepponed to be in at the time and pro- 
ceeded to show through the building. [| _]is unable 


to recall whether.it was on 2nd or 3rd floor ofthe building 
that[__s|showed him_a very large room completely :filled 

, [___] seems to recall, but cannot be 
positive,[ _] told him at the time how many slot machines 
were in storage there and again, he cannot be positive, but 
it is his recollection that stated there were 2500 or. 
3000 machines in the roam, said that, judging from the’ 


=~ 2? 
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o- ton i 


tremendous number of machines he saw, he would say that at 
the very least, there must have been 2000 machines ‘stored in 
the~ room. | 


At the same , time, [J inateatea the interest of the above 


companies and HERMAN PASTER in buying. every available-slot. 
machine in good condition; also, that he indicated that they 
had outlets. for every machine which they could. acquire. 


If the information supplied by Lor DS set 


forth above, is ever used.in.an investigative report or made 
available to any sources other than Bureau personnel, same — 


' should be adequately protected by a confidential informant , 
symbol. _ 


All of the foregoing information was submitted to a 


jat Davenport, . ta. 


The above inf ormation is being supplied to the Minneapolis 
Office for such value as it may have and such action as may 


be deemed advisable bY. that office, 7 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


, ; USA, Burlington, Vt., at direction of Department 
joe Me fase | of. Justice on 12/7/51. authorized release of. five 
| - y * nol = oPAne machines seized by Bureau agents at 
a OS ¢ “TiS, Customs Station RichPord Vt a a 1/23 51. 


oat "advised USA, Burlington, no violation. 


Depart 


inas mUuUC as some in foreign commerce . 
. OWT Bur. ing gon, Ve. . 


-RUCe° 


DETAILS 
\ * AT BURLINGTON, _VERMONT: oo 


. | United States Attorney, JOSEPH A. MC NAMARA- 
. 7 advised ‘that he had authorized the release on 
December 7-, 1951, of the five holly-crane machines 
-  - geized by Bureau agents at the United: States | Customs 
° | Station, Richford, Vermont, on. November 23, 1951. 
: United States “Attorney. MC NAMARA advised eat he 
| a | had authorized the release of thesé machines in- 
_.° asruch as the Department of Justice ‘had advised . 
Sy him that there was no violation of the statute in 
. a . this matter by the transporting individuals inas- 
| —— much aS+ these machines were going in foreign commerce 
COPIES DESTROYED : : 
85. Aug Ur /ise6_ Deputy Collector a the Richford customs 
Stawion piichford, Vermont, advised that-vhe had 


| APPROVED AND f dAAGENT © 7 
FORWARDED: Vz lpt-tt be Ce PKA RSy bets f DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES __. ‘ 
OYPY IAT | - ASRS yoy [RECCROLO- 
ye ee date S or Frib eoaees a £)-OA FS __| . . 
c oF " st Dray . NAP 5 1A 1950" . foe a 
| Gsureau (71-3129)  3- Minneap Leo (71-161 yo |. gy 
mf 1-USA, Burlington | (1, USA|St. Paul Be —— 
3-Omaha (71-206) 2 - Alban} (n- 136) - f = 
(1, USA DesMoines)~ —— AE é 


1-Chicago. (Info) (71- 514) 


PROPERTY OF FBI—This, confidential report and its contents are “loaned TK Ay t the FBI and are not to be 
distributed outside of agency to which loanéd. 
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been instructed by_the United States Marshal to turn these 7. 
machines over to of Montreal, Quebec, Canada,,  <-. 
«>' and that he nad done so. . | re oo a 
* ee. r . ; ; sO ~ ; . ‘ 


The Burlington Police Department, Burlington Credit 

| _ sureau, city and tclephone directories, and.Confidential Infor- 
‘ mant [_ =] of known reliability, failed to reflect. or -know any. 

| such person asf sin, the Burlington, Vermont..area. 
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